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ABSTRACT
The main objective of this study is to examine some patterns of 
migration into the five major urban areas in Colombo district, Sri Lanka, 
assessing a number of hypothesis on internal migration. The major source 
of data has been the 10 per cent sample of the 1971 Census. The study has 
several limitations due to the inadequate information in the 1971 Census 
statistics on migration.
The whole study is divided into five chapters. Firstly, the study 
provides a review of existing studies on internal migration in Sri Lanka 
and discusses the importance of the study. Secondly, it builds up a 
conceptual framework to validate certain hypothesis on internal migration. 
Thirdly, the study focusses on the volume of migration by temporary and 
permanent type. The study investigates the two types of movement to five 
major urban areas in Colombo district. The patterns of migration streams 
and the role of distance are analysed in this section. Fourthly, the study 
discusses the patterns of age-sex composition of permanent migrants and the 
age-sex composition of permanent migrants by streams. Fifthly, the study 
examines the socio-economic characteristics of permanent migrants (more 
recent) by streams, and compares these characteristics with those of non 
migrants. By analysing the socio-economic variables, the selectivity and 
differentials of migrants were compared with the findings of studies in 
other countries.
Finally, the study concludes with certain generalizations about urban 
migration in the Sri Lankan context.
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DEFINITIONS
Unless otherwise stated in the text, the following terms are defined
as follows:-
Term : Definitions/Explanations
Commuters : Those persons who regularly journey between 
the place of residence and the place of work, 
with place referring to district.
Major Urban Areas : Local administrative areas with a population of 
over 50,000 at the 1971 Census enumeration.
Migration Streams : The directional flow of migrants from district 
of previous residence into the five urban areas 
under discussion.
Non-Migrants : Those persons who have lived in the place of 
enumeration since birth.
Permanent Migrants : Those persons who at the time of the 1971 Census, 
were living in a district different from the 
district of previous residence and specifying 
the duration of residence in the district of 
living.
More Recent Migrants : Those persons who stated the duration of residence, 
as less than 5 years.
Less Recent Migrants : Those persons who stated the duration of residence,
at more than 5 years.
Patterns of Migration : The overall structure of the components and 
direction of migration streams.
Temporary Migrants : Those persons who moved on a temporary basis into 
the major urban areas and were enumerated on 
the Census enumeration. Those persons are 
identified as those who stated their usual resi­
dence elsewhere.
Usual Residents : All persons who reside in the destination (urban 
areas) at the Census enumeration excluding the 
foreign born people.
CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION
1.1 Importance of the Study
This study is an attempt to analyse the patterns of urbanward migration 
in five major urban areas of Colombo district. Most studies on internal 
migration in Sri Lanka have shown that in all years the Colombo district 
consistently recorded the largest proportion of in- and out-migration 
(Abhayaratna and Jayawardena, 1965; Bose, 1965; Ratnasingham and Wilson,
1976; Vamathevan, 1960, 1965; Wilson, 1975). During the period 1946 to 
1963 the net migration rate of Colombo district increased from 1 per cent 
(1946) to 2.7 per cent (1963) and in 1971 it had increased to 6.1 per cent 
(Department of Census and Statistics, 1976: 47-52). Most demographic and 
socio-economic studies have shown that the many problems resulting from 
in-migration to Colombo district are fairly substantial. Such problems 
include the development of squatter settlements, provision of basic amenities, 
and growth of unemployment and underemployment (see Gunatilleka, 1973; Dias, 
Erika, 1976). Hence, an analysis of the patterns of internal migration 
in respect to Colombo district seems appropriate.
Colombo is the chief administrative district because it is the location 
of the capital city. Colombo district lies in the wet zone and receives a 
94 inch average annual rainfall (1971), with an average temperature of 85°F. 
The district is mostly influenced by the South-West Monsoon and consequently 
is very wet.
The population of Sri Lanka is not evenly distributed and the Colombo
district has absorbed 21 per cent of the total population. In 1971, the
population of Colombo district was over two million (2,672,265), which was
more than the total combined population of Kandy and Kurunegala districts
which occupied second and third places respectively. The Colombo district
ranked first in density as well as in population size. In 1971, the density
2of Colombo district was 3374 persons per square mile (8739 per km ) or over 
6.5 times that of the average national density (501 persons per square mile 
or 1287 per km^).
In Sri Lanka, 22 per cent of the total population was living in urban 
areas (1971) and the main concentration was in the Colombo district which 
contained 51.8 per cent of the total urban population.
2The census classification of urban areas refers to all areas which have 
the local government's administrative status of Municipal Councils, Urban 
Councils and Town Councils. However, for the purpose of this study the urban 
areas are identified as being towns within the Colombo district which had a 
population of over 50,000 at the 1971 Census enumeration. In Sri Lanka, 
urban status is conferred by the Ministry of Local Government for local 
administrative purposes. The classification adopted is in ascending order: 
Town Council area (T.C.), Urban Council area (U.C.), and Municipal Council 
area (M.C.). Towns can graduate from one category to the next. There are 
no definite criteria to guide the Ministry in its decisions, and personal 
and political considerations are also of some importance in the creation of 
new town councils or the upgrading of town and urban councils (Jones, 1970: 
200).
In the Colombo district itself the urban population was approximately 
1,400,000 or 55 per cent of the total. During the period 1946 to 1971, the 
number of towns (areas administered by Municipal Councils, Urban Councils 
or Town Councils) in Colombo district more than doubled from 11 (1946) to 
28 (1971) and in the same period the annual gorwth rate of the urban 
population increased by 3.8 per cent (see Table 1.1). Moreover, it is note­
worthy that during this period the number of small towns, with a population 
size below 5,000 decreased while the number of towns with over 5,000 persons 
increased (see Table 1.1). the main reasons for the growth of larger towns 
were either the creation of new Town Councils or the upgrading of the 
Village Councils, especially during the recent decades (Jones and Selvaratnam, 
1970: 200; see also the notes to Table 1.1). It is also interesting to note 
that during the period 1946 to 1971 the population in urban areas in Colombo 
district increased and over 50 per cent of this urban population was concen­
trated in the urban areas which had a population size of over 50,000 (see 
Table 1.1). This was partially due to the increased number of towns and 
partially due to the increased inflow of migrants from the less urbanized 
areas in the Colombo district and other parts of the island.
As mentioned earlier, the majority of the urban population in Colombo 
district live in major urban areas of over 50,000 population. During the 
period 1946 to 1971 the population of Dehiwala-Mount Lavinia Municipal 
Council (M.C.) area and Kotte Urban Council (U.C.) area more than doubled 
(see Table 1.2). Most urban settlements in developing countries such as
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5Malaysia, Philippines, and Thailand during the last few decades have been 
characterized by the expansion of population into the areas encircling the 
capital city (McGee, 1971: 97-109; Pryor, 1975(b): 1-4). This tendency is 
well illustrated in the growth of Colombo district also because the majority of 
major urban areas within the Colombo district has shown a rate of growth of 
population greater than that of the city of Colombo, as defined by the 
Municipal boundaries (see Table 1.2). For instance, Table 1.2 shows a much 
higher growth of population in Dehiwala-Mount Lavinia M.C. than in other 
major urban areas in the Colombo district. This may be partially due to 
natural increase and partially due to the net migration. However, the relation 
of net migration to natural increase cannot be estimated due to the lack of 
birth and death statistics for all urban areas except Colombo M.C. where the 
birth and death statistics are available only up to 1966. But according to 
the existing studies on inter-district migration, the Colombo district has a 
large in-migrant component, therefore these in-migrants should affect the rate 
of growth of population in major urban areas (Abhayaratna and Jayawardena, 1965; 
Ratnasingham and Wilson, 1976; Vamathevan, 1960, 1965; Wilson, 1975).
However, it cannot be concluded that the outflow of migration from the 
Colombo core city or inflow from other urban areas or rural areas of Sri Lanka 
to other sub-urban areas (Municipal Councils, Urban Councils and Town Councils 
surrounding Colombo M.C.) of Colombo district is a sign of a rapid dynamic 
advance towards urbanization, because the rate of growth of the urban popu­
lation in other areas of Colombo district has remained more or less stable 
(see Table 1.3).
Table 1.3
Percentage Increase of Urban Population in the City 
and District of Colombo (average annual), 1946-1971
Percentage
1946-1953
Percentage
1953-1963
Percentage
1963-1971
Colombo City 2.4 1.9 1.2
Suburbs of Colombo 4.5 3.4 3.7
Colombo District 3.4 2.7 2.7
Sri Lanka 3.1 2.8 2.6
Source: Ceylon, 
Report,
Statistical Abstract, 1946 
1971, Department of Census
to 1963 and Census 
and Statistics.
General
6The growth of population in major urban areas in Colombo district can
be explained by several factors: (i) the natural increase of population;
(ii) the migration from rural areas or less urbanized areas to major urban
areas; and (iii) the extension of the city limits. The third factor is
of minor significance since the area of Colombo has increased only 5 square 
2miles (12.95 km ) during the last hundred years (Ceylon, Department of 
Census and Statistics, 1974: 61). It has been observed that the in-migration 
to the major urban areas contributed more to the growth of those urban areas 
than natural increase itself (see Silva and Kusuma Gunawardena, 1971: 39-42). 
However, as mentioned earlier it is not possible in the present study to 
estimate the contribution of various components of the growth of population 
in major urban areas due to the lack of birth and death statistics for those 
urban areas.
A comprehensive study has not yet been carried out on urban migration 
in Sri Lanka. Therefore, the present attempt to analyse some patterns of 
migration to major urban areas in Colombo district seems appropriate and 
should start to fill a gap in the understanding of urban growth in Sri 
Lanka. Also an examination of the patterns of migration streams, differen­
tials, and selectivity of migrants should help the understanding of the 
inter-relationship between urbanward migration and socio-economic conditions 
in the urban areas.
1.2 Area of Study
According to the official classification of urban places, there were 
only eight towns in Sri Lanka which had a population of over 50,000 at the 1971 
Census enumeration and five of them are situated in the Colombo district.
They are Colombo M.C. (562,162), Dehiwala-Mount Lavinia M.C. (154,785),
Negombo M.C. (57,115), Moratuwa U.C. (96,489) and Kotte U.C. (92,042).
This study will be focussed on these five major urban areas in order to give 
an overview of some patterns of urban migration in Colombo district (see 
Figure 1.1).
In terms of population size the Colombo Municipal area is the largest 
urban area in Sri Lanka. Colombo has been the capital city since the period 
of Dutch rule in the 17th and 18th centuries and is the chief administrative 
and commercial centre of Sri Lanka. Colombo M.C. has developed as a major 
centre since the 18th century when there was marked population growth, 
extending both its environs and various urban activities. Due to the
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8congestion of a high density of population and limited land space, the 
population of Colombo M.C. spread to nearby urban areas in the second half 
of the 20th century. Dehiwala-Mount Lavinia M.C. is one of the largest 
nearby areas and has the second largest population area in Colombo district, 
being about 10-15 miles from the Colombo city. Both small and large scale 
industries are now concentrated in this area. Kotte U.C. is also adjacent 
to Colombo M.C. and about 5-10 miles from the city. It was the Kingdom of Sri 
Lanka during the period from the 14th to 16th century. Although small scale
industries and administrative offices are established in this area, it 
serves mainly as a residential area. Two other local administrative 
areas, Negombo M.C. and Moratuwa U.C., are situated to the north and the 
south of Colombo M.C. respectively (see Figure 1.1). These two areas 
contain small and traditional industries such as handicrafts, batiks, 
timber and fishing and also serve as residential areas. It is these five 
urban areas which form the metropolitan concentration of Colombo and which 
show a marked and continuing increase of population (see Jones and Selvaratnam, 
1970; Panditaratna, 1961).
1.3 Scope of the Study and Methodology
The main purpose of this study is to investigate the patterns and 
characteristics of urban migration in Colombo district and to test the 
hypotheses about internal migration in developing countries such as Sri 
Lanka.
Besides attempting to explain the uneven distribution of population 
in major urban areas in Colombo district in 1971, the present study is 
focussed on the following key questions about the nature of urban migration:
(i) What is the volume and pattern of migration to urban areas 
(a) from within Colombo district? (b) from outside Colombo 
district?
(ii) Are there any differences in the patterns of migration
between (a) from within Colombo district? (b) from outside 
Colombo district?
(iii) Who are the permanent migrants and how do they differ from 
the non-migrants?
Also this study will attempt to test certain hypotheses regarding
internal migration:
9(i) An increase in the means of locomotion and a development of 
manufacturing and commerce leads to an increase in migration 
(Ravenstein, 1889: 288).
(ii) The role of distance affects migration: more females tend to
migrate short distances and more males longer distances 
(Ravenstein, 1889: 261, 288).
(iii) Migration is selective, i.e. migrants at the destination are
not a random sample of the population at the origin (Lee, 1966:
56-57).
This study will be mainly based on the census data and will make use of 
the information on duration of stay at usual residence by previous residence.
1.4 Sources of Migration Data and Their Limitations and Definitions
Any study of migration patterns and trends in Sri Lanka is handicapped by 
the lack of adequate information. The most common and reliable source of 
data on population mobility is the census which collects information on 
place of birth, place of residence and previous residence. The 1971 
Census of Population was the first census to collect information on all 
these items on a 10 per cent sample basis and it is the main data source for 
this study (see Appendix A). The Department of Census and Statistics drew 
a 10 per cent sample of the census based on the stratified random technique 
(Department of Census and Statistics, 1976: 9). The age-sex composition is 
the same for the census and sample populations in all urban areas except 
in the case of Moratuwa, which showed more females than males in the sample 
population (see Chapter 4).
The data on the item 'place of birth' were collected in all past 
censuses on a district or country basis but not on an area or town basis, 
therefore the place of birth statistics cannot be used for the analysis of 
in-migration to urban areas. However, data on duration of residence and the 
district of previous residence were available for the towns and these data 
will be used in this study.
In addition, due to the limitation of place of birth statistics, the 
return migrants, who were born in the town but had at sometime lived outside 
it and then returned to it, cannot be identified in this study. Similarly, 
circular migrants, who make several movements usually in a short term 
repetitive way, cannot be identified on the basis of this data. Also, 
obtaining the data on outward migrants from the five major urban areas of
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Colombo district would involve the analysis of census results for the whole 
country. Therefore this study mainly focussed upon recent permanent migrants 
to the urban areas.
The permanent migrant will be defined in this study in terms of duration 
of residence, cross classified by district of previous residence. In the 1971 
Census there were two questions on duration of usual residence and district 
of previous residence; those will be used for defining the migrants (see 
Appendix A). The duration of residence approach has its own peculiar 
advantages and disadvantages. This approach gives the information on volume 
of recent permanent migrants and period of movements but it is limited to 
indicating the place of origin of the in-migrants to a given area, and there 
is no information on out-migration or net migration (see United Nations, 1970: 
14-19).
Those persons who have lived in the place of enumeration since birth 
are treated as non-migrants and all others as in-migrants. This type of data 
can also reveal useful information about the recent in-migration history of 
the area.
It appears from the 1971 Census data that there were two patterns of 
population movements to the major urban areas of Colombo district. On the 
one hand there were movements to these urban areas on a permanent basis and 
on the other hand, some migrants moved temporarily for work or educational 
purposes. Therefore, for the purpose of this study, the patterns and 
characteristics of permanent and temporary migrants will be discussed 
separately, but there will be more concentration on the people who were on a 
permanent basis. These permanent migrants are defined as the people who, 
at the time of the Census, were living in a district different from the 
district of previous residence and specifying the duration of residence 
in the district of living. Temporary migrants were classified as those 
who were in the urban areas at the census enumeration but who stated their 
usual residence elsewhere (see Appendix A). However, in the 1971 Census the 
information on these temporary migrants was not collected comprehensively 
and the main socio-economic characteristics were only collected through the 
usual question framework. The reason for this is that conventional Western 
designed censuses are structured to detect only migrants who are displaced 
more or less permanently.
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1.5 A Brief Review of Studies on Migration in Sri Lanka
The first series of studies on internal migration in Sri Lanka were 
made by Vamathevan (1960) and by Abhayaratna and Jayawardena (1965). Both 
studies covered the volume and patterns of internal migration during the 
1946-1953 intercensal period. The study by Vamathevan used methods for 
measuring the levels and trends in internal migration in the 20 administrative 
districts which existed during the period 1946-1953. These three methods 
used by him in arriving at his migration estimates were the census method, 
the vital statistics method and the survival ratio method. The estimates 
of net migration, derived by these three methods, showed consistency for all 
20 districts except Matale and Chilaw districts. Hence, Vamathevan used 
the correlation method for determining the relationship between the vital 
statistic method and the survival ratio method. For the period 1946-1953, 
Vamathevan suggested that the best possible estimation of net migration would 
be an average of the estimates obtained by the vital statistics method and 
the forward survival ratio method (Vamathevan, 1960: 5). On the basis of 
these estimates, Vamathevan’s study showed that there was heavy inward 
migration to Colombo district and among the migrants, large numbers moved 
into the towns of Dehiwala-Mount Lavinia and Kotte areas (Vamathevan, 1960, 
1965). However, Vamathevan did not analyse in depth the patterns and 
characteristics of cityward or urbanward migration.
Abhayaratna and Jayawardena (1965) when measuring the relative 
attractiveness of an area as the destination of a migratory move, used the 
"index of attraction" which was first used by Pressat (1964: 437-444). The 
index Qf attraction was defined as the sum of the percentage of migrants 
into an area from every other area divided by the total number of areas.
Most of the observations in the Abhayaratna study confirm the findings of 
Vamathevan and it is shown that the index of attraction for the period of 
1946-53 was highest for the Colombo district, followed by Anuradhapura 
district. However the Abhayaratna study concentrated on the patterns and 
trends of migration in 22 administrative districts in Sri Lanka and did 
not cover urbanward migration within the administrative districts.
In 1965 Ashish Bose presented a paper titled "Internal migration in 
India, Pakistan and Ceylon" to the World Population Conference. In this 
paper he attempted to describe the similarity and dissimilarity of streams 
of migration in the three countries. The study was based on the period 
from 1901 to 1961 and revealed some similarities of streams and character-
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istics of rural-urban migration. Bose argued that more people come to 
cities in search of employment rather than in hope of finding better 
employment (Bose, Ashish, 1965: 484).
A study on internal migration by Wilson (1975) for the intercensal 
period 1966 to 1971, which has not yet been published was based on a 10 
per cent sample tabulation of census data. In this study Wilson analysed 
the patterns and determinants of inter-district migration by socio-economic 
variables and estimated the migration rates, gross and net migration, for 22 
administrative districts. Most of the findings in this study were presented 
as a joint paper with Ratnasingham in 1976 and later published as a chapter 
in a Monograph prepared by ESCAP. The Ratnasingham-Wilson study was based on 
1963 to 1971 and place of birth data was used to estimate life time migration 
in 22 administrative districts. The authors estimated that 439,952 or 23.1 
per cent of all lifetime migrants moved into Colombo district (Ratnasingham 
and Wilson, 1976: 56). This study also provided detailed information on 
in- and out-migration by socio-economic variables and discussed some char­
acteristics and patterns of migration, especially in the Colombo district.
However, most of these studies have dealt with the entire country or 
inter district movements and there are very few observations on patterns 
or rural urban migration. Hence the present study should help to fill a gap 
on information about urbanward migration in Sri Lanka.
1.6 Format of the Study
The study will be an attempt to analyse some patterns and character­
istics of migration to the five major urban areas in Colombo district 
according to the following format:
1. Conceptual framework on migration.
2. An overview of the volume and patterns of migration streams to five
major urban areas.
3. Age and sex composition of permanent migrants.
4. Socio-economic characteristics of permanent migrants (more recent).
5. Conclusions.
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CHAPTER 2
MIGRATION : CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK
2.1 Basic Concepts and Definitions
Migration is an aspect of the geographic mobility of a population.
In demography, the term 'geographical population mobility’ usually refers 
to spatial, physical or geographical movements (Shyrocke and Siegel, 1973: 
616). However, the concept of migration is difficult to understand because 
it can be defined in a variety of ways. The concept also varies from 
country to country; the distance of moves may vary from a few yards to many 
miles and the duration of stay at a destination may vary from a few hours to 
many years (United Nations, 1970: 1). Kenneth (1971: 54) discusses the 
oversimplification of the concept of migration in different countries. He 
concludes:
"The word migration and related words migrants and immigrants 
tend to produce an oversimplified and erroneous picture in the 
minds of most people. While the words suggest a unitary 
phenomenon, migration is both varied and complex."
However, within the conceptual framework of migration, temporary 
movement is incidental to carrying on the activities of daily life such as 
commuting to and from the place of work, shopping, travel for business pur­
poses or pleasure. For analytical purposes this type of movement is 
important in identifying types of movement such as permanent migration in 
relation to duration of residence at the place of destination. On the 
other hand, it is important to know the factors of gravitation to the 
destination of temporary migrants.
Within the migration concept, attention most frequently centers on 
permanent migration. The United Nations Multilingual Demographic 
Dictionary defines migration as a form of spatial mobility between one 
geographical unit and another involving a permanent change of residence 
from the place of destination or place of arrival (United Nations, 1958:
46). For analytical purposes, both the spatial and time dimension should 
be specified to make the concept more precise. The above definition by 
the United Nations (1958; 46) does not give a specific term or clear 
definition for 'geographical unit' and 'place'. Also, the definition does 
not state the time dimension. For the purpose of this study, administrative 
areas (Province/District/Municipal Council/UrbanCouncil/Town Council) refer
14
to geographical unit and place which involves permanent migration. Bogue
(1959: 489-490) refers to the space dimension pointing out:
"When migration defining boundaries are selected, there is 
little choice in most cases. The census on other statistics 
must necessarily follow civil boundaries of some kind. The 
choice usually must be between one of three levels of boun­
daries: the larger provincial boundaries, the intermediate
commune or country boundaries and the minor civil boundaries - 
like those for cities, townships or muncipalities."
Such a distinction between migration boundaries makes it possible to 
distinguish between a mover and a migrant. The mover changes his residence 
but remains in the same community, city or country (Bogue, 1959: 489). For 
analytical purposes, the change of residence is considered on an adminis­
trative unit (Province/District/Town) basis, specifying the time factor.
With regard to the time and space dimension the United Nations (1970: 
2-3) has offered the more elaborate definition of a migrant as a person 
who has changed his usual place of residence in a specific area to another 
place in which a minimum distance is transgressed during a particular time 
period. However, in a later publication, the United Nations accepted that 
no such definition can be recommended to cover the time-space dimension in 
all types of migration (United Nations, 1973: 173).
Bogue (1959: 489) and Mangalam (1968: 8) defined the concept of
migration as a change in place of usual residence in order to take up life
in a new or different place. For instance, Bogue (1959: 489-490) has
proposed an additional sociological approach to the definition of migration.
"...Theoretically, the term "migration" is reserved for those 
changes of residence that involve a complete change and read­
justment of the community affiliation of the individual."
In general, most definitions of migration include some reference to 
permanent change of residence or semi-permanent change of residence (Lee, 
1966: 49). Permanent or semi-permanent change of residence cover several 
kinds of spatial mobility such as temporary or permanent movements but 
excludes the movements of nomads and migratory workers.
The duration of residence of a permanent migrant at a particular 
destination can be broken into less recent and more recent. The recency 
of migration may be due to the fulfillment of the expectations of the 
migrants.
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2.2 Types of Migration
There are several typologies of migration and their nature varies 
for different countries, cultures and overtime (United Nations, 1973: 175). 
By and large, a classification of migration is necessary for understanding 
the determinants and consequences of migration patterns.
For the purpose of this analysis, the force will be on the classifi­
cation of internal migration. An elaborate typology of migration was 
developed by Petersen (1958) who made a basic distinction between 
conservative and innovative migration. On this basis, he illustrated the 
various classes, types and sets of forces, which are associated with the 
different classes of migration as follows:
Conservative migration was defined as the situation in which a person 
moved from one place to another in order to retain his existing way of life. 
In this case if the person were to stay he would have to change his mode of 
living, so migration is an effort to conserve an important aspect of the 
existing way of life. Innovative migration, on the other hand, is the 
movement of a person in order to obtain a new way of life. For the purpose 
of this study the innovative migration is more relevant than conservative 
migration because the socio-economic expectations, such as obtaining a good 
education or getting a white-collar job or a better occupation than the 
previous occupation or marriage suggest a change to a new way of life. 
Personal forces, such as expectations and aspirations of new economic and 
social conditions at the destination dominate free migration and it affects 
the innovative migration. In the context of internal migration in Sri Lanka, 
free migration is more important than other types of migration. The Depart­
ment of Census and Statistics comments:
"Sri Lankans are free to move freely from one area to another, 
and back and forth between areas. Except for government 
agricultural policy aimed at setting people in colonization 
schemes, there has been no overall national program for 
population distribution or redistribution." (1974: 58).
Class of Migration 
Primitive 
Forced/Impelled 
Free
Migration Forces 
Ecological push 
Migration policy
Higher aspiration 
Social momentumMass
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However, the set of forces which is associated with different types 
of migration cannot be uniquely determined in developing countries. For 
example, free migration might be associated with socio-economic personal 
or psychological forces. In reviewing the current migration research,
Shaw (1975: 6) says:
"...Petersen’s typology is not a theory (in the absence of 
casual relationships between categories, it is a classifactory 
system), it is useful for ordering a great deal of heterogeneous 
material having to do with migration in it explicitly marks out 
the ground to be covered by any general statement on migration."
However, Kenneth (1971: 57) concludes that:
"...Petersen's typology is important because empirically, in 
actual migration there may be some elements or traces of all 
four classes of migration."
Gould and Prothero (1975: 42-45) have presented a time/space typology 
of population mobility. In this typology, the movements are classified 
by time into categories of circulation and migration, and also by space 
into categories of rural-rural, rural-urban, urban-rural and urban-urban.
The relevance of this typology to the present study is shown in Table 2.1.
In this typology the time dimension is associated with the space dimension, 
therefore the concept of circulation and migration are more clear and 
meaningful. Daily circulation includes a variety of intra-urban movements. 
Within the limitations of this study, daily circulation cannot be identified 
as intra-urban movement. However, daily intra-urban movements could be seen 
in the present study area by looking at the various forms of personal 
mobility. Periodic circulation occurs within shorter period of time, for 
example, one night be away in order to visit a relation or a market.
Periodic circulation also cannot be exclusively identified in the present 
study but the final census enumeration (census night) covers this kind of 
circulation. Other types of circulations, seasonal and long-term, are 
difficult to identify in the case of urban migration in Sri Lanka because 
of the lack of detailed information in the census. Moreover, for purposes 
of this study migration will not be divided into ’irregular’ and ’permanent’, 
but the present study considers the change of permanent residence in 
identifying permanent migration.
There is some criticism of Gould and Prothero’s time/space typology 
which makes no provision for strict definitions that would be useful in 
attempting to identify certain types of mobility in the developing nations.
In this context, Zelinsky (1971: 222) has pointed out the relative importance
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TABLE 2.1
TIME/SPACE TYPOLOGY OF POPULATION MOBILITY IN AFRICA
Population Mobility in Africa
Time
Space Circulation # Migration
Daily Periodic Seasonal Long Term Irregular Permanent
Rural-rural *
Rural-urban # #
Urban-rural
Urban-urban # # L_
Note: According to the limited questions in the 1971 Census, the data
for all types of movement cannot be obtained; but there are 
possible patterns of movement in urbanward migration in Colombo 
district.
// : possible for five major urban areas in Colombo district.
* : identifiable in five major urban areas (see discussion Chapter 3).
Source: Gould and Prothero, 1975: 42.
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of different types of movement which may change due to the requirement 
of a society at different stages of the modernization process. For 
instance, rural-urban movement would be prominent in developing countries 
while in developed countries daily commuting to work and urban-urban 
movements would be rather more important. On the other hand, due to the 
modernization process as defined by Zelinsky, the pattern which has been 
found already in developed countries might also become important within 
the developing countires. Such types of permanent and temporary movements 
in the five major urban areas of Colombo district will be discussed in 
this study.
2.3 Ravenstein* 1s Laws and Lee's Theory of Migration
The purpose of this section is to summarize Ravenstein's (1885, 1889) 
and Lee's (1966) theories of migration and to examine their relevance to 
the framework of this study.
A century ago Ravenstein (1885, 1889) derived a set of 'laws' of 
migration using data from the United Kingdom, 20 countries of Europe and 
North America. His two classic papers provide a bench-mark in the study 
of population mobility. Also Ravenstein's 'laws' of migration provided a 
number of important propositions for analysing the patterns and distance 
of migrations, migratory streams, migration motives and characteristics 
of migrants that relate to this study. The propositions relevant to this 
study are:
(i) The volume of migration and distance.
The rate of migration between two points will be inversely 
related to the distance between these points. Migrants who 
travel long distances tend to prefer movement to one of the 
great centres of commerce and industry (1885: 198). Most 
migration covers only short distances.
(ii) Patterns of migration.
Females are more migratory than males; females predominate 
over males in short distance moves (1885: 199).
(iii) The influence of technology, communications and increase in 
means of locomotion and a development of manufacturing and 
commerce have led to an increase in migration (1889: 288).
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For the purpose of this analysis, the above three propositions are 
important because they provide an understanding of the determination of 
the motivational factor behind the urban migration. Most of these 
regularities are reassessed in the context of Asian countries such as 
Malaysia (Pryor, 1969) and South-East Asia (McGee, 1971), concluding that 
most of the observations based on the twenty European countries are relevant 
to Asia and South-East Asia. Also these regularities would be relevant to 
urban migration in Colombo district because the present study deals with 
urban places where commerce and manufacturing are concentrated.
The present study examines the relationship between distance and the
2volume of migration by sex by using the chi square (y ) test. Due to the 
lack of information in the census statistics and other published statistics 
on communication and technology, Ravenstein's empirical regularities cannot 
be statistically tested in the context of urban migration in Sri Lanka. In 
analysing the demographic characteristics such as age and sex and socio­
economic characteristics of permanent migrants, an assessment of those laws 
can be made. In order to test the law that females are more migratory than 
males, the sex distribution of migrants is used. The relationship between 
distance and the number of female migrants will be seen by looking at their 
province of previous residence and its location in relation to Colombo 
district.
It is interesting to follow up various migration models developed 
recently and to make an assessment of Ravenstein’s laws on the basis of 
these models. Stouffer (1940) and Zipf (1946) developed two further models 
based on gravitational theory. Stuoffer’s model of ’opportunities and 
intervening opportunities" is based on his attempt to develop a mathematical 
formula with which to analyse the differential movements of people and 
physical distances and so refined Ravenstein’s observations that most 
people migrate short distances and only a few people migrate long distances. 
He concluded that:
"The number of persons going a given distance is directly 
proportional to the number of intervening opportunities"
(1940: 846).
The relevant opportunities would include such factors as housing or 
employment openings. Stouffer’s theory is important because he suggests 
that migration is not necessarily related to distance and size of place.
Zipf (1946: 677-686) has contributed another gravity model in mathematical 
form as P^P^/D which relates size of migration streams to the size of places
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of origin and destination, and the distance between two places. Zipf's 
P^P?/D formula considers force of attraction to be the product of the 
population of the two areas (P^^) an<^  t^ ie resistance to be the highway 
mileage between them (D). Zipf tried to show that the number of persons in 
each of the two interacting populations is substituted for mass in a super­
ficial analogy to gravitational energy. In Stouffer's model, opportunities 
in the receiving area are the force of attraction and intervening opportunities 
between the city of origin and the city of destination are the resistance 
factor. However, these models are not easy to apply because the variations in 
volume of migration differ from year to year and country to country (Spear, 
1969: 3).
In 1966 Lee reviewed Ravenstein’s laws and attempted to construct a 
set of theories of migration in the full meaning of the term. He defined the 
concept of migration very broadly and developed a general schematic framework 
for analysing the volume of migration, stream and counterstream of migration 
and characteristics of migrants (Lee, 1966: 52-57). A most important series 
of hypotheses, relevant to this study, is summarized below (1966: 52-57):
(i) Volume of migration:
(i)-a. The volume of migration within a given territory varies 
directly with the degree of diversity of areas included 
in that territory.
(i)-b. The volume of migration varies directly with the diversity 
of people.
(i)-c. The volume of migration is related to the difficulty of 
surmounting the intervening obstacles.
(ii) Streams and counter streams:
(ii)-a. Migration tends to take place largely within well defined 
streams, e.g. from a variety of rural regions to regional 
towns and from there towards the major cities.
(ii)-b. For every migration stream a counterstream develops. For
instance, there will always be return migrants who find that 
their initial perception did not correspond with reality or 
who simply failed to achieve their objectives. This final 
hypothesis will not be examined in this study due to unavail­
ability of data.
(iii) Characteristics of migrants:
Migrants are more selective by socio-economic characteristics 
in comparison with non-migrants.
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Lee’s theory is criticized by Todaro (1976: 19) who argues that:
"... it is of limited help for policy analysis in developing 
countries because of its high degree of generality and the 
interdependence of many of its hypotheses. Most importantly, 
the apparent validity of many of the hypotheses does not lead 
us to determine which plus factors and which minus factors at 
both origin and destination are quantitatively the most important 
to different groups and classes of people."
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CHAPTER 3
AN OVERVIEW OF THE VOLUME AND PATTERNS OF MIGRATION STREAMS 
3.1 Introduction
This chapter examines the volume and patterns of migration into the 
five major urban areas of the Colombo district by duration of residence. 
However, the duration by district of previous residence data cannot reveal 
the actual volume of migration into the five urban areas, because the number 
of returned and circular migrants cannot be derived from this data (see 
Chapter 1).
This analysis relates only to the native born population of Sri Lanka 
who resided in the five major urban areas at the 1971 Census. This population 
falls into the following two categories:
(i) Permanent residence.
(ii) Temporary residence.
The first category of population comprises 98 per cent of the native 
born population in the five major urban areas which includes permanent 
migrants and non-migrants. According to the duration of residence information, 
the permanent migrants will he categorized in this study into two categories 
as (i) more recent migrants, who reported the duration as less than 5 years, 
and (ii) less recent migrants who have reported the duration as more than 
five years. In this study the second category that of temporary residence, 
is identified as ’Temporary migrants'. A summary table of the status of 
population in the five major urban areas is given below:
Urban Area TemporaryMigrants
Permanent
Migrants
Non-
Migrants
People of* 
Unspecified 
Duration of 
Stay
Total
Population
Colombo M.C. 1236 19331 29464 3364 53415
Dehiwala-Mount 
Lavinia M.C. 435 7273 8159 1441 17308
Negombo M.C. 49 1447 5673 612 7781
Moratuwa U.C. 487 2981 8440 359 12267
Ko t te U.C. 163 5082 6712 536 12493
Total 2390 36114 58448 6312 103264
Note: ’'Excluded throughout from the present study. 
Source: Based on Appendix C.l and C.2.
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3.2 The Volume and Age-Sex Composition of Temporary Migrants
3.2.1 The Type and Volume of Temporary Movements
The temporary migrants to the city or towns may form only a small 
proportion of the resident population but these people are still significant 
in most developing countries (Hugo, 1978: 98-113; Pryor, 1974: 5-10; 
Sternstein, 1971: 48-52). Most studies of urbanward migration have found 
that these temporary migrants are visitors, transients or commuters to the 
urban places or persons who circulate between villages and towns looking 
for a job without ever taking up permanent residence in the towns (Caldwell, 
1969; Hugo, 1978).
There were no questions in the 1971 Census which would enable the 
identification of these types of temporary movements into the five major 
urban areas in Colombo district. However, as shown in Table 3.1 there were 
temporary migrants to these five major urban areas who reported other 
districts as their usual residence at the census enumeration.* If a de-facto 
count of the population of the city and neighbouring towns were made during 
the day, the total obtained would be substantially greater than that obtained 
during the night. This is because most commuters to the city and other 
urban areas would have returned to their home place before the night. However, 
some workers work at night (e.g. port workers, defense personnel, night shift 
workers and hospital workers) and return to their homes in the morning. 
Therefore, these commuters would be included as temporary migrants and they 
are important in an analysis of urban migration.
Silva and Kusuma Gunawardena (1971: 46-47) found that there was a large 
volume of daily commuters to Colombo city and neighbouring towns (Dehiwala- 
Mount Lavinia and Kotte). They found that the greatest volume of travel took 
place within the municipal limits of Colombo. Most commuters came to the city 
from within a radius of 10 to 25 miles; however, some came from districts such 
as Kalutara, Galle and Matara (three districts south of Colombo district) and
*The final census enumeration carried out on the night of 9 October 1971, 
provided a distribution of population on a de-facto basis. During the 
preliminary census, the enumeration was more or less on a de-jure basis 
with the enumerator recording on the schedules entries for all usual 
residence. Persons who were expected to be out at the time of the final 
census were not to be enetered, and persons who were not usual residents 
but were expected to be in during the final census were entered. The final 
enumeration therefore yielded a de-facto enumeration of population 
(Nadarajah, 1976: 177).
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TABLE 3.1
THE VOLUME AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF AGE-SEX 
COMPOSITION OF TEMPORARY MIGRANTS, 1971
Urban Area Volume of Temporary Migrants Percentage Distribution of Age-
Temporary Ratio to the# Sex Composition
Migrants R e s i d e n t _____ (Broad Age Groups)*_______
Population
(N) % <14 15-34 35-64 65+ Total %
T 1256 2.4 11.9 59.7 25.7 2.7 100.0
Colombo M.C. M 876 3.1 6.2 64.7 27.5 1.6 100.0
F 380 1.6 25.0 48.5 21.5 5.0 100.0
Dehiwala-Mt. T 435 2.6 27.6 44.2 24.4 3.8 100.0
Lavinia M.C. M 228 2.6 21.9 47.9 26.4 3.8
F 207 2.5 33.8 40.1 22.3 3.8 100.0
T 49 0.6 34.7 34.7 26.5 4.1 100.0
Negombo M 28 0.7 46.4 32.2 17.8 3.6 100.0
F 21 0.5 19.0 38.1 38.1 4.8 100.0
T 487 4.1 29.4 37.4 29.1 4.1 100.0
Moratuwa U.C. M 239 4.1 28.5 36.4 30.1 5.0 100.0
F 248 4.2 30.2 38.3 28.3 3.2 100.0
T 163 1.3 12.9 50.3 32.5 4.3 100.0
Kotte U.C. M 112 1.8 9.0 53.2 36.0 1.8 100.0
F 52 0.9 21.1 44.2 25.1 9.6 100.0
All five T 2390 2.4 18.8 51.2 26.7 3.3 100.0
urban M 1482 2.8 13.2 56.0 28.2 2.6 100.0
areas F 903 1.9 28.1 43.3 24.1 4.5 100.0
Notes: T: Total; M: Males; ' F: Females; N: Numbers, the base for the
percentages.
* The broad age categories are used because of the small number of 
cases in the 15 year age groups.
// The temporary migrant ratios are calculated as follows:
TMi _ No. of Temporary Migrants to Particular Urban Area - q 
RPi Resident Population in the Urban Area
Source: Obtained and calculated from 10 per cent sample of 1971 Census
of Sri Lanka.
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Puttalam and Kurunegala (two districts north of Colombo district), which 
are within a radius of 30 to 75 miles from the city (Silva and Kusuma 
Gunawardena, 1971; Ratnasingham and Wilson, 1976). Moreover, the same 
study also found that most commuters come to the city and its fringe by 
public transport or privately owned cars (Caldwell, 1969: 128; Hugo, 1978: 
99-103). It has been shown that due to transport costs the volume of 
commuters increases as distance to the city decreases (Silva and Kusuma 
Gunawardena, 1971: 40).
In addition it was possible to identify another category of temporary 
migrants, called 'boarders’, to these five urban areas in Colombo district. 
These boarders mostly reside close to the place which is most convenient 
to place of work or education, because of the critical shortage and high 
cost of housing within the city limits (Wolpert, 1965). For instance, 
school girls from rural areas and other towns which are far away from the 
city are more likely to board in school boarding houses or in relatives' 
houses rather than travel daily. Also, workers are likely to board in 
places near to their place of work, because of the difficulties of travelling 
daily and because of the cost of transportation for long distance commuting.
In the 1971 Census the usual residence of the boarders was registered as 
the place in which the major part of their time had been spent (see:
Appendix B, Definitions of terms regarding migration in the 1971 Census).
For instance, the usual residence of school children and workers was 
recorded as the place where they go to school or work, rather than the place 
where they live. Thus the boarders were included in the 'temporary residents' 
category.
3.2.2 Age-Sex Composition of Temporary Migrants
Table 3.1 and Appendix C.l show that the temporary movers to the 
five urban areas in Colombo district were a fairly small proportion (2.4 
per cent) of the resident population. The temporary movement ratio varies 
from 0.6 per cent (Negombo M.C.) to 4.1 per cent (Moratuwa U.C.). It can 
also be seen that there were more male than female temporary migrants to 
all urban areas except for those in the Moratuwa area.
Table 3.1 shows that the highest concentration of temporary migrants, 
both males and females, was in the 15 to 34 age group, followed by the less 
than 14 years age group in all the five urban areas, except for the Negombo 
M.C. area, where the number of temporary migrants were below 50. It is also
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noteworthy, that the majority of temporary migrants were in the working 
age group 15 to 64 and that most were males. On the other hand, there was 
a substantially greater percentage of females (28.1) under 14 years of age 
in all five urban areas except Negombo U.C. Also, there were more females 
aged over 65 years in all except for two urban areas, Dehiwala-Mount Lavinia 
and Moratuwa. However, there is no available evidence to account for this 
predominance of females among temporary migrants in the older age group.
3.2.3 The Socio-Economic Characteristics of Temporary Migrants
The identification of the socio-economic characteristics of temporary 
migrants is important because they may suggest some reasons for the movements 
and selectivity of the temporary migrants. The 1971 Census statistics 
provided data on this area.
Seven socio-economic variables are used to identify the characteristics 
of temporary migrants. It can be seen from Table 3.2(a) and 3.2(b) that 
in all the five urban areas the temporary migrants possess similar character­
istics. The highest proportion of temporary migrants (77 per cent) are 
ethnic Sinhalese, single and literate. Nearly 50 per cent have had secondary 
and higher education. Moreover, most temporary migrants were employed and 
the majority were in the categories of professional, technical, administrative 
and managerial employees. A considerable proportion (82.5 per cent) of 
temporary migrants who were employed were males. This suggests, as decribed 
in section 3.2.1, that more males than females come to the urban work places 
as commuters even from far away.
A significant proportion (9.7 per cent) of temporary migrants were 
unemployed in all five urban areas. This provides some evidence that 
temporary migrants were searching for jobs without taking up permanent 
residence in the towns. It is interesting that in Dehiwala-Mount Lavinia M.C. 
and Negombo M.C., more female temporary migrants were unemployed than males 
(see Table 3.2(b)). The reasons would be that these two areas attract 
female workers oriented towards large scale industries such as weaving, 
painting, craft work and textiles.
There was also a considerable proportion (15.9 per cent) of students 
in all five urban areas, with more female students (58.8 per cent) in all 
five urban areas except for the Negombo M.C. (see Table 3.2(b)). This 
provides some evidence that more school girls were boarding in these urban 
areas in order to make schooling easier and to get access to better educa­
tional facilities.
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3.3 The Volume and Patterns of Permanent Migration into the Five Urban
Areas.
3.3.1 Introduction
This section deals with permanent migrants into the five urban areas 
in the Colombo district from other parts of the island. Persons who reported 
the duration of permanent residence are considered for estimation of 
in-migration into these urban areas. The definitions and the conceptual 
problems which were described in the first and second chapters are used 
to identify migration into these urban areas.
In many Third World and Western contexts, it has been found that a 
considerable proportion of migrants tend to move into cities or major urban 
areas (McGee, 1975: 144-145; Pryor, 1975: 3). Most studies of Third World 
countries show that urban migration is a product of the twentieth century 
and is both a result and cause of urban growth (see Ward, 1977: 3-4). In 
the Sri Lankan context, the study of relationships between migration and 
urbanization is somewhat delayed.
3.3.2 The Volume of Migration to Five Urban Areas
Table 3.3 and Appendix C.2 give a broad view of the volume of recent 
migration into the five urban areas in the Colombo district. As described 
in Chapter 1, the estimates presented here do not take into account return 
migration or multiple moves. On the other hand, the people who have not 
reported the duration of residence were excluded from the estimation of 
migration ratios. It is noticable in Table 3.3 that the duration was not 
stated by 6 per cent of the residents of major urban areas. Due to such 
deficiencies in the duration of residence information, an accurate in- 
migration ratio cannot be calculated for these urban areas. However, the 
general report of 1971 Census has indicated that although the absolute 
numbers of in-migrants derived from the duration of residence information 
were under-estimated, the percentage of in-migrants to usual residents 
is likely to reflect the true picture (Department of Census and Statistics, 
1978: 64).
It is evident from Table 3.3 that a considerable proportion (36 per - 
cent) of permanent migrants moved into the five major urban areas. These 
migration ratios differ from the published ratios in the General Report 
of the 1971 Census (see Department of Census and Statistics, 1978, Table
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TABLE 3.3
PERCENTAGE OF MIGRANTS IN THE USUAL RESIDENT POPULATION^  
BY DURATION OF RESIDENCE, 1971
Urban Area Usual
Resident
Population
(i)
Period of Duration of Residence Prior
Census(b)
to Date of
Migrants Less than
who stated 5 years*
duration* (more re­
cent mi­
grants)
(ii)=(iii)+(iv) (iii)
More than 
5 years* 
(less re­
cent mi­
grants) 
(iv)
Duration
not
stated
(v)
T 52159 37.1 15.0 22.1 6.4
Colombo M.C. M 28037 39.7 16.7 22.9 6.7
F 24127 34.0 13.0 21.1 6.2
T 16873 43.1 20.8 22.3 8.5Dehiwala Mt. M 8744 42.8 21.7 21.1 8.3jLavinia ri.u. F 8129 43.4 19.8 23.5 8.8
T 7732 18.8 8.9 9.9 7.9
Negombo M.C. M 3884 18.3 9.1 9.2 7.7
F 3848 19.2 8.5 10.5 8.1
T 11780 25.2 12.7 12.5 3.0
Moratuwa U.C. M 5817 24.6 13.1 11.4 3.1
F 5963 26.0 12.4 13.6 3.0
T 12330 41.2 22.2 19.0 4.3
Rotte U.C. M 6305 42.3 23.4 18.9 4.3
F 6025 40.1 20.9 19.2 4.4
All five T 100874 35.8 16.1 19.7 6.3
urban M 52787 37.3 17.4 19.9 6.3
areas F 48087 34.2 14.7 19.5 6.2
Notes: T: Total; M: Males; F: Females.
N: Numbers, the base for the calculation of migration ratios 
(No. of migrants).
(a) Excludes foreign born population and the population who 
reported the usual residence ’not here' (temporary migrants).
(b) The date of census was 9 October 1971:
Less than 5 years 1966-1971
More than 5 years 1961-1966 and before 1961.
’'Migration ratio (Percentage of Migrants in the Resident Population) 
computed as:
No. of all Migrants Who Reported Duration x 100 
Usual resident Population
Source: Calculated from 10 per cent sample of 1971 Census of Sri Lanka.
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4.11 : 62) for several reasons. The present study considered only native 
born population, and temporary migrants were described separately, therefore 
the denominator for the calculation of these ratios was the permanent usual 
resident population in particular urban areas at the 1971 Census. However, 
there was not much difference between these two estimates.
As shown in Table 3.3 about 36 per cent of the residents of the five 
major urban areas are migrants. This volume of permanent migration would 
affect both the growth of population and the degree of urbanization in 
Colombo district.
The highest in-migration ratio was found in Dehiwala-Mount Lavinia and 
Kotte urban areas (Table 3.3). As indicated in the first chapter, the highest 
population growth rates (1963-1971) were also found in these two urban areas 
(Table 1.2 and Chapter 1). This would suggest that migration probably 
played an important role in the growth of population in these two urban 
areas. Due to the lack of information on birth and death statistics for 
these areas, it cannot be argued conclusively that the population growth 
gained more from in-migration than natural increase. Nevertheless, the studies 
by Silva and Kusuma Gunawardena (1971) for the 1953 Census and Jones (1970) 
for the 1946 to 1963 period have shown that the heavy in-migration into these 
five urban areas was reflected in their population growth. However, consid­
ering the environment (space, housing problems, transportation etc.), this 
in-migration to Dehiwala-Mount Lavinia and Kotte urban areas could be explained 
in several ways.
Firstly, due to the congestion of the Colombo city (Colombo M.C. area), 
most people tended to move to the urban areas nearest to the major city. This 
reflects a common pattern all over the world (McGee, 1971; Pryor, 1976;
Beij er, 1963).
Secondly, people tended to move into Dehiwala-Mount Lavinia and Kotte 
areas for employment purposes. The main economic activity in these two 
areas is manufacturing. About 80 per cent of the industries in the island 
were located in the Colombo district, a great proportion of these were located 
within the city and its immediate adjoining towns, especially in Dehiwala- 
Mount Lavinia and Kotte urban areas.
Thirdly, Dehiwala-Mount Lavinia and Kotte are the urban areas closest 
to the city (see Figure 1.1 in Chapter 1) and are located in about a 5-10 
mile radius from the city centre. The other two urban areas (Moratuwa U.C.
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and Negombo M.C.) are further away from the centre though several bus routes 
to the city pass through them. For these reasons most people like to stay 
in Dehiwala-Mount Lavinia and Kotte urban areas and commute to the city daily 
to their jobs or educational institutions.
The population growth trend (1946-1971) of Colombo city is also 
significant. In the 25 year period 1946-1971, Colombo's share of the urban 
population has remained more or less constant (see, Table 1.1 in Chapter 1). 
The city's population growth rate was only around 1 per cent annually while 
the suburbs (Municipal Councils, Urban Councils and Town Councils surrounding 
Colombo M.C.) grew at 2 per cent to 5 per cent. This was mainly due to two 
migration streams: (i) an outward spread from the core city to the adjacent
areas, and (ii) an inflow of migrants from the less urbanized areas in the 
Colombo district and other parts of the country (Silva and Kusuma Gunawardena, 
1971: 40). However, in-migration to Dehiwala-Mount Lavinia and Kotte urban 
areas is higher than that to other urban areas.
Another feature of Table 3.3 is that most permanent migrants moved to 
all the urban areas except Kotte area prior to 1966. As noted in Chapter 1, 
the duration of residence is often misreported because of failure to recall 
correctly the data of arrival in the urban area. Therefore duration of less 
than 5 years is probably more accurately reported than other durations 
(United Nations, 1970: 18-19). However, it is interesting that over 53 per 
cent of migration in Kotte area took place after 1966 (see Appendix C.2).
The main reasons were the availability of relatively cheap land, a general 
expansion of industries, the construction of new roads and the availability 
of quick transport, all of which developed largely during the last five 
years (Silva and Kusuma Gunawardena, 1971; Jones, 1970; People's Bank of 
Ceylon, 1977). The previous (1970-1977) and the current Government of 
Sri Lanka has given much attention to the development of Kotte area and the 
new Parliament and administrative offices are to be established in this area, 
therefore in-migration to this area should also increase in the future.
For the urban areas as a whole, and for both Colombo M.C. and Kotte 
U.C. areas permanent male migrants predominated (see Table 3.2). Moreover, 
it is noteworthy that the majority of the more recent migrants to all urban 
areas who arrived after 1966 were males while the migrants who arrived before 
1966 consisted of a majority of females in all urban areas except Colombo 
M.C. area. The age and sex distribution of migrants will be discussed in 
the next chapter.
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3.3.3 The Patterns of Streams of Migration
Studies on migration have found that the demographic and the socio­
economic characteristics of in-migrants differ from those of the out-migrants 
(Rose, 1966: 85-91). However, obtaining data on out-migrants from the five 
major urban areas of Colombo district would involve the analysis of census 
results for the whole country. Therefore, this study deals only with inward 
streams to the urban areas in Colombo district (see Chapter 1).
The identification of the patterns of the streams of migration into 
these five urban areas is difficult. The reason for this is that the census 
statistics do not provide substantive information on previous residence.
The 1971 Census collected information on previous residence only on a 
district basis (see Chapter 1). Therefore even the main patterns of inward 
streams cannot be identified at the level of Gould and Prothero's time/space 
typology (see Chapter 2). However, most migration studies of the Third World 
have found that the largest migration streams are those from towns to cities, 
between towns, and rural areas to towns (Spear, 1969: 44-45; Pryor, 1974: 
11-22).
In the light of these limitations, this section attempts to investigate 
some patterns of streams into the five major urban areas in Colombo district. 
Also Ravenstein's hypothesis in relation to patterns of migration and the 
role of distance to migration, which has been described in the second chapter, 
will be examined in this section.
The picture of the actual direction and intensity of in-migration to 
major urban areas can be obtained by examining permanent migrants by duration 
of residence and by previous residence (see Appendix C.2). This study has 
found that the proportions of total residents in each of the five major urban 
areas who did not state their previous residence are: Colombo M.C. 12 per 
cent; Dehiwala-Mount Lavinia 23 per cent; Negombo M.C. 12 per cent;
Moratuwa U.C. 28 per cent and Rotte U.C. 9 per cent. Those respondents were 
excluded in this study of the intensity of in-migration. However, overall 
patterns of migration streams are similar to these earlier studies (Silva 
and Kusuma Gunawardena, 1971; Abhayaratna, 1965; Ratnasingham and Wilson, 
1976; Vamathevan, 1966).
Most studies of internal migration in Sri Lanka have found that there 
were two main streams to and from the Colombo district (Abhayaratna and 
Jayawardena, 1966; Ratnasingham and Wilson, 1976; Vamathevan, 1966).
Firstly, in-migration to the Colombo district, originating mainly from the
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nearby districts or provinces, with only a small proportion coming from the 
other districts or provinces. Secondly, out-migration from Colombo district 
which was directed mainly to nearby districts with only a small proportion 
directed to other districts. Silva and Kusuma Gunawardena’s study of 20 
urban centres in Colombo district which was based on 1953 Census statistics 
found that 51 per cent of the resident population moved in from urban 
centres outside Colombo district, rather than from rural areas within or 
outside Colombo district, while 30 per cent moved out from the Colombo 
centre to other urban areas rather than to rural areas. Therefore, their 
study has clearly shown that there was inter-urban migration in Colombo 
district. However the present study cannot analyse the patterns of inter- 
urban migration in Colombo district because the 1971 Census did not obtain 
information on previous residence at the town or village level.
As regards the sources of the permanent migrants into five major urban 
areas, 52.2 per cent of permanent in-migrants came from the Western Province 
(see Figure 3.1 and Appendix D). This finding provides some evidence for 
most people tending to move over shorter distances rather than over longer 
distances, which supports the hypothesis developed by Ravenstein. However, 
the in-migration to these five major urban areas was not exclusively from 
the nearby districts.
Apart from permanent migrants from the Western Province, the next 
largest proportion (12.2 percent) of permanent migrants to all five urban 
areas came from the Southern Province even though the boundaries of the 
Southern Province are between 70-180 miles away from these urban areas.
Those permanent migrants who moved from the Southern Province mainly came 
for business reasons or work in the public service (Silva and Kusuma 
Gunawardena, 1971). This suggests that the people of the Southern Province 
were more concerned about opportunities for education and employment than 
about the distance they must cover to gain these opportunities. The 1971 
Census data indicated that 56.2 per cent of permanent migrants from the 
Southern Province went to Colombo M.C., 18.7 per cent to Dehiwala-Mount 
Lavinia M.C. and 17 per cent to Kotte U.C. Most of those migrants were 
males. There was also a high tendency of moving to Negombo U.C. from the 
nearby North-Western Province which is made up of 16 per cent of in-migrants 
with females predominating. Most female migrants came to Negombo area 
either as family migrants or for employment opportunities where female 
labour was in demand.
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Figure 3.1 SRI LANKA
PATTERNS OF MIGRATION STREAMS TO MAJOR URBAN 
AREAS IN COLOMBO DISTRICT BY PROVINCE, 1971.
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Figure 3.1 and Appendix C.2 and D show that the major proportion of 
permanent migrants to the urban areas tended to decline with increasing 
distance. Although a small proportion of permanent migrants moved over 
long distances because of specific motivations, the two dominant migration 
patterns to major urban areas in Colombo district were:
(i) Migrants originating within Colomba district, and
(ii) Migrants moving from other provinces, mostly nearby
provinces such as Southern, North Western and Central 
Provinces (from outside Colombo district).
Clearly, more permanent female migrants than males came from the 
Western Province and nearby provinces to three of the major urban areas, 
but not to Kotte U.C. and Colombo M.C. areas. This gives some support to 
Ravenstein’s hypothesis that most females tend to migrate shorter distances 
whereas males tend to migrate longer distances (see Chapter 2). In the 
major urban areas males predominated in both shorter and longer distance 
migrations (see Appendix D). Although there was no information in the 1971 
Census covering motivational factors, the expansion of new industries in 
urban areas such as Kotte would be likely to attract more male workers.
The present study used the chi square test for examining the relation­
ship between distance and the volume of migration by sex. The study found 
that there was a strong relationship between distance and volume of migration 
by sex at the 1 per cent level of significance for all five urban areas.* 
The foregoing discussion highlighted the finding that there was a 
significant proportion of migrants gravitating towards major urban areas 
either on a temporary basis or on a permanent basis and it would seem that 
the urbanward migration is a function of opportunities available in urban 
areas. An examination of various demographic and socio-economic character­
istics of migrants will be made in the following Chapter.
o*Chi square (X ) values for five urban areas at different level of 
significance are:
Colombo M.C. = 231.59 (1% S) , Dehiwala-Mount Lavinia M.C. = 22.44 (1% S), 
Negombo M.C. = 4.73 (5% S), Moratuwa U.C. = 6.41 (2.5% S) and Kotte U.C.
= 283.12 (1% S).
All five urban areas = 283.12 (1% S).
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CHAPTER 4
THE AGE AND SEX COMPOSITION OF PERMANENT MIGRANTS 
4.1 Introduction
Most migration studies in developed and developing countries have 
found empirically that the tendency to move to urban areas varies between 
age groups. More than 40 years ago, Dorothy Thomas (1938), in her review 
of the literature on migration differentials, concluded for all developed 
countries that age differentials were the only characteristics of migrants 
which were nearly universal. All subsequent studies on migration in 
developing and developed countries have confirmed this judgement. The age 
distribution may be more or less peaked for a particular country or city 
but the general configuration remains the same. The past migration studies 
in Sri Lanka (see Abhayaratna, 1965; Ratnasingham and Wilson, 1976; 
Vamathevan, 1960) have shown that the migration streams are primarily made 
up of the younger age group 15 to 35. The present study also found that 
the highest percentage of in-migrants (34 per cent of all in-migrants) to 
all five major urban areas in Colombo district were within the age range 15 
to 29 at the time of their enumeration in those urban areas.
The sex selectivity of migrants is not universal; it varies by streams, 
by cities and by country but most studies have shown that more males than 
females tend to migrate from rural to urban areas (Jansen, 1970: 14). Almost 
a century ago, basing his work upon the statistical data of Great Britain 
and principal countries of Europe and North America, Ravenstein (1885: 199) 
stated as one of his laws "females are more migratory than males", but in 
other parts of the world this has not been confirmed especially with respect 
to migration to large cities. The present study also found that there is no 
uniformity of sex ratio in the streams of migration to major urban areas in 
Colombo district.
The age and sex composition of migrants is important because this is 
related to many other characteristics and has recognized effects upon the 
socio-economic development of the urban community. In developing countries 
especially, the socio-economic differences between age cohorts are often 
great. Therefore, it is important to know to what extent age and sex 
factors operate in the selectivity of migrants to the five major urban 
areas in Colombo district. This chapter sets out to discuss the age and
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sex differentials of permanent migrants and to compare these with non 
migrants. Also, the migration ratios by age and sex are analysed.
4.2 Age-Sex Specific Patterns of Migration
Two types of age distribution of migrants are important in the 
analysis of migration. One is the age distribution of migrants at the 
time of migration and the other is the age distribution at enumeration. 
However, Sri Lankan censuses have never included a question about age at 
the time of migration. Assuming that there has only been one migration, 
it is still possible to estimate the age cohort from responses about 
duration of residence. The present study is based on this assumption of 
a single move and on data for age at enumeration. Therefore, for the 
analysis of patterns of migration to major.urban areas in Colombo district, 
attention is concentrated on the characteristics of migrants enumerated 
in the 1971 Census.
The age specific patterns of urbanward migration depend upon the 
expectation of the individuals in each age group (Germani, 1965: 165-178).
For instance, Caldwell (1969) and Hugo (1978: 145) have found in the African 
and West Java contexts respectively, that young adults aged 20-34 are more 
prone to migrate, mainly due to factors such as entrance to the workforce, 
employment promotion and marriage. The age distribution of migrants gives 
some indication of the motivation for migration.
This study has grouped migrants into five broad age categories in 
order to identify clearly the patterns of migration. The five age groups 
are 0-14, 15-29, 30-44, 45-59 and 60 and over, roughly corresponding to 
five life cycle stages. The first age group contains children who tend to 
move with their parents. The people in the second age group (15-29) are 
mostly active in the labour force, and the majority of males in this age 
group (74.2% or 5291) are single. Most of them migrate into urban areas 
because of employment prospects. In the subsequent age group, 30-44, most 
men and women are married and raising children. The majority of women in 
this age group migrate into urban places with their husbands and their 
purpose is to live with their husbands and help them. Some of the females 
are also in die labour force.
In the 45-59 age group most men are still in the labour force. 
Government officers in these age groups get a chance for high level promotion
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up the professional ladder. As most head offices are concentrated in urban 
areas this requires a move to an urban area. Beyond 60, a large proportion 
of men are retired, therefore, after retirement they either return to their 
home or come to major urban areas for business or work in the private sector 
where the age limit is not considered (Speare, 1969: 49-52). Therefore, 
these five broad age categories are useful in analysing the migration pattern 
as they clasify common characteristics which may influence the decision to 
migrate.
Figure 4.1 shows the age and sex composition of permanent migrants and 
non-migrants for each urban area. It can be seen at a glance from Figure 4.1 that 
both males and females were concentrated in the age group 15-29 in all five major 
urban areas in Colombo district, as expected from the universal pattern. The 
tendency for movement in this life cycle phase can be explained in several 
ways :
(i) most migrants move to major urban areas for employment reasons;
(ii) willingness to change environment is related to youth;
(iii) the desire to escape dominations by parents (see, Browning,
1971: 286); and
(iv) to obtain higher or technical education.
However, by looking at other socio-economic characteristics of migrants by 
age and sex as will be discussed in the next chapter, it can be shown to 
what extent the urban migrants of Colombo district parallel the generalized 
experience.
It is also interesting to note that in the peak age group, 15-29, 
there were more male permanent migrants than female permanent migrants, as 
in the common universal pattern; but the age and sex pyramid for Moratuwa 
and Negombo urban areas show the opposite pattern. There were more 
female permanent migrants than males moving to those urban areas. Also in 
the analysis of temporary migrants in Chapter 3, it was shown that the 
female temporary migrants competed with male temporary migrants in those 
urban areas. According to the 10 per cent sample data of 1971 Census which 
are used in this study Moratuwa had more females than males in the usual 
resident population; therefore the dominance of females among migrants 
reflects this finding (see Chapter 1). Moreover, in Moratuwa and Negombo 
urban areas the age and sex patterns which were shown in the population 
pyramids reveal that there were more females than males among permanent 
migrants not only in the 15-29 age group, but also in the wider 15-44 age
41,
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group. This is an interesting feature because the situation in other 
developing countries, except the Philippines and Latin America, is rather 
different; in most developing countries the females are prevented from 
free movement due to the local norms and cultural practice (Browning, 1971:
287; Rusli, 1978: 69).
In Muslim religious societies and other Hindu cultural societies, 
the unmarried females are not prone to leave their home except for marriage 
(Browning, 1971: 287). Morris (1965) also argues that the joint family 
especially restricted the migration of women; and women usually migrate only 
when the whole family moves. As shown in other studies on internal migration 
in Sri Lanka, the cultural practices and norms dominate female migration in 
most rural areas, but this does not hold for urbanward migration which was 
revealed in Moratuwa and Negombo urban areas and migration within urban 
societies (Abhayaratna and Jayawardena, 1965: 88). Therefore, it is interesting 
to note the movement of females as well as males in Moratuwa and Negombo urban 
areas. This pattern can be explained by the greater employment opportunities 
for females in the two urban areas which will be discussed in the next chapter. 
On the other hand, there were more recent migrants (42.4%) in age group 15-29 
than less recent migrants (28.1%) in all five urban areas (see Figure 4.2 and 
Table 4.2). This suggests that the migrants in the 15-29 year age group 
were prone to migrate into these five urban areas especially since 1966, 
due to the industrial and commercial expansion. This is pursued at greater 
length in Section 4.3.
There is also a significant proportion (24.2%) of migrants found in 
the age group 30-44. This could indicate that some family migration has 
occurred into these five urban areas. Another indication of family 
migration is the number of young children below 15 years among permanent 
migrants, who, in this case, constitute 17 per cent of total migrants in all 
five urban areas. These children mainly come to the urban areas with their 
parents.
Another significant feature which is displayed by Figure 4.1, is the 
considerable proportion of older migrants in 1971 who moved into all five 
major urban areas. For these urban areas as a whole, older migrants, aged 
60 years and above at the census date, were 8 per cent of the permanent 
migrants. Older persons among non migrants comprise only 3.5 per cent of 
the total non migrants. This reveals that there was a tendency among older 
people to move to major urban areas for various reasons. As in some other
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countries such as Taiwan (Speare, 1969), these people move to urban areas 
after retirement as dependents of working age migrants, for business 
purposes or for employment in the private sector where there is no age 
limit on employment. At these older ages there were relatively more female 
migrants than male migrants to all five urban areas except Colombo M.C. 
area (see Figure 4.1). The reason for this would be the greater opportunities 
for business and employment in the private sector being more accessible in 
Colombo M.C. area due to the high commercial industrial and administrative 
activities.
However, the most striking feature in urbanward migration in Colombo 
district, Sri Lanka, is that the inward migration streams to major urban 
areas contain a greater proportion of children and older people than 
migration streams in Western countries. In most Western countries there is 
a large proportion of younger people in the migration streams (see Shaw, 1975: 
18-19).
A clearer picture of sex specific patterns of migrants is given in 
Table 4.1. It is interesting to note that the sex ratio in Colombo M.C. and 
Kotte U.C. areas was higher than that of the non migrants and resident 
population while in the other three urban areas the sex ratio was lower than 
that of non migrants and the resident population. The sex ratio clearly 
reveals that in Moratuwa and Negombo urban areas female migrants were dominant. 
The reason for the predominance of females migrating to Moratuwa and Negombo 
areas was the prevalence of greater opportunities for females in industrial 
and other employment as mentioned in the 1st and 3rd chapters. On the other 
hand, Table 4.1 clearly shows that the sex ratio was higher among the more 
recent migrants than among the less recent migrants due to the upgrading of 
facilities such as employment during the last 10 years.
4.3 Age-Sex Specific Patterns of More Recent Migrants and Less Recent
Migrants
Table 4.1 shows the patterns of sex ratio by age groups and compares 
the more recent migrants (less than five years residence) with the less 
recent migrants. For the sub-groups of the more recent migrants the sex 
ratios are higher than for the corresponding sub-group of the less recent 
migrants. Although data on return migration is not available, Table 4.1 
suggests either that male in-migration is becoming more important or that 
the male population includes a larger proportion of return migrants who stay
44
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in the five urban areas in Colombo district-for relatively shorter durations. 
The former possibility seems more likely, because the type of job opportunities 
increased during the last decade, and this will be discussed in Chapter 5.
Also, Table 4.1 shows that in Moratuwa for all five age groups of less recent 
migrants, females exceed males. In the 1971 Census the sex ratio for the 
de-facto population of Moratuwa was 105 (see Census and Statistics, 1974:
Table 28). Since the sex ratio of the usual population in the 10 per cent 
sample is only 98 (see Table 4.1), it can be seen that the sampling process 
has distorted the sex ratio. However, if the surplus of females among 
less recent migrants is genuine, one explanation may be the expansion of 
cottage industries in the period 1963-1966, which will also be discussed 
in Chapter 5. Table 4.1 suggests that the males were competitive with 
females when the duration was increased in all five urban areas, particularly 
in Dehiwala-Mount Lavinia, Negombo and Moratuwa areas, where there was a 
tremendous excess of male migrants over female.
There were several patterns of age-sex composition of migrants by 
duration of residence which are shown in Figure 4.2 (see also Appendix E). 
Firstly, Figure 4.2 shows that among the more recent migrants, both males 
and females, were highly concentrated in the younger age group 15-29, 
similar to the patterns of other developing countries which were discussed 
in Section 4.1.
For the less recent migrants the patterns were very different, 
especially for Colombo M.C. and Moratuwa U.C. urban areas. In these two 
areas both male and female less recent migrants were concentrated in the 
age cohort 30-44. Part of the explanation for this difference may be the 
aging of migrants, who had originally migrated mostly in the 15-29 age group, 
but at the 1971 Census enumeration were in the 30-44 age group. However, 
the problem of why the aging pattern did not also apply in the other three 
urban areas is difficult to explain. Secondly, there was a significant 
proportion of older migrants among the less recent migrants in all five 
major urban areas but this pattern was not confirmed among the more recent 
migrants. Thirdly, the more recent migrants were relatively young, aged 
24 years on average, but less recent migrants were adults, aged about 28 
years which are shown in an addition to Table 4.2 for all urban areas. 
Moreover, Table 4.2 gives an approximate indication of age at the time of 
migration. For instance, the median age of more recent migrants which was 
23.3 reveals that nearly half of the more recent migrants moved into these 
urban areas when they were in their twenties.
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TABLE 4.2
MEDIAN AGE BY DURATION OF RESIDENCE, 1971
Urban Areas Median age by duration
Less
(more
than 5 years 
recent migrants)
More
(less
than 5 years 
recent migrants)
Colombo M.C. 23.6 35.8
Dehiwala-Mount Lavinia M.C. 23.5 33.2
Negombo M.C. 23.9 28.6
Moratuwa U.C. 21.9 36.0
Kotte U.C. 23.4 34.1
All five urban areas 23.3 35.5
Source: Calculated from the
Therefore the said patterns
10% of 
suggest
1971 Census data, 
that the younger persons moved to the
urban area within the last five years (prior to 1971) due to employment 
opportunities, which are available there as a result of industrial and 
commercial expansion (see Chapter 5).
4.4 Age-Sex Specific Patterns by Streams
This section examines the age-sex specific patterns of migrants who 
were in the two inward streams of migration, from within Colombo district 
and from outside Colombo. There was a greater proportion of permanent 
migrants (56.3%) both males and females moving into all five major urban 
areas from within Colombo district which was discussed in Chapter 3. There 
are very similar patterns of age-sex composition for the migrants in both 
streams for all urban areas except Negombo area as shown in Figure 4.3 (see 
also Appendix F). In Negombo M.C., both male and female permanent migrants 
from within Colombo district were more concentrated in age group 30-44 
(25.4%) whereas the migrants from outside Colombo district were aged around 
15-29 (23.9%). Most migrants to these five major urban areas from within 
Colombo district were in the young and adult ages 15-29 and 30-44 which 
is the same as the pattern of migrants from outside Colombo district. The 
median age of migrants reveals that those who moved from within Colombo 
district are older than migrants who moved from outside Colombo district 
(see also Table 4.3). Moreover, the median age of permanent migrants by
/> v l
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duration of residence within each stream indicates the approximation of 
the age pattern of permanent migrants at the time of migration. In both 
streams, from within Colombo district and outside Colombo district, the 
median age of more recent migrants is lower than that of less recent 
migrants and half of the less recent migrants moved when they were in their 
twenties.
TABLE 4.3
MEDIAN AGE OF MIGRANTS BY STREAMS, 1971
Urban Areas The Median Age
From within Colombo 
district
From outside Colombo 
district
Total MRM LRM Total MRM LRM
Colombo M.C. 30.1 23.5 35.5 28.8 23.2 36.5
Dehiwala-Mt. Lavinia M.C. 28.0 23.9 34.5 28.1 23.7 35.3
Negombo M.C. 34.5 22.7 43.4 31.7 23.6 38.5
Moratuwa U.C. 27.5 23.2 36.5 27.0 21.9 34.4
Kotte U.C. 29.4 24.7 36.0 25.7 22.0 33.8
All five urban areas 29.5 23.8 36.0 28.3 23.0 36.0
Note: MRM: More recent migrants; LRM: Less recent migrants.
Source: Calculated from 10% sample of 1971 Census.
It was interesting to note in Negombo urban area that the age-sex 
patterns differed by streams. Both male and female migrants who moved 
within Colombo district peaked in the 30-44 year age group but those who 
migrated from outside Colombo district peaked in 15-29 age group.
On the other hand, Figure 4.3 clearly shows that children of migrants 
who moved from outside Colombo district were fewer than among migrants 
who moved from within Colombo district. Most children come for educational 
purposes or moved with their parents; therefore, distance obviously 
affects the decision of this age group of migrants. It can also be seen 
that less females in the age group under 15 years migrated from other 
districts to major urban areas than females who moved from within Colombo 
district. Therefore, the distance affects child migrants, especially girls.
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However, the foregoing tables and accompanying figures highlighted 
that most migrants who came to these five major urban areas were in the 
age range 15-34 due to reasons of employment without being concerned 
about the distance. This finding would seem toconfirm Ravenstein’s fifth 
law: "migrants proceeding a long distance generally go by preference to 
one of the great centres of commerce and industry" (1885: 198-199) and 
his later law "an increased means of locomotion and a development of 
manufacturing and commerce have led to an increase in migration" (1889: 288), 
both of which have been discussed in Chapter 2. Also, the tendency of the 
working age migrants to gravitate towards these five major urban areas and 
who moved without concern for distance would support Stouffers (1940) theory 
on "opportunities" and "intervening opportunities" which were also discussed 
in Chapter 2.
4.5 Migration Ratios by Age and Sex
It is important to distinguish between the age and sex distribution 
of migrants to the major urban areas and migration ratios by age and sex.
The former takes into account the age and sex composition of migrants at 
the time of census enumeration while the latter takes into account the age-sex 
distribution of the general population which is important for the interpretation 
of migration ratios (Speare, 1969: 47). The age distribution shows a large 
proportion of people in the age group 0-14 which would then reflect on 
the estimated migration ratios.
The present study has found that the migration ratios by age and 
sex were highest in the age group 30-44 for all urban areas. This is 
different to the patterns of age distribution of migrants among the five 
major urban areas which were discussed in an earlier section. The 
migration ratio for the 15-29 age group was 43 per cent while for the 
30-44 age group it was 54 per cent for all five urban areas. This was 
mainly due to the unusual age-sex patterns of the general population in 
which the age group 30-44 made up only 17 per cent of the total population 
for all urban areas, but among migrants this percentage was not so low 
for that age group. Therefore, for the estimation of the migration ratio 
by using a low denominator, obviously the migration ratios go up. This 
suggests that the percentage distribution of the general population is 
inversely related to the migration ratios. The general population decreases 
rapidly as the age increases which means that migration ratio increases 
with increase in age.
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However, the migration ratio by sex reveals, that in the age group 
15-29 in Negombo, Moratuwa urban areas, females predominated over males, 
as discussed in an earlier section. This is due to the factories (garments, 
spinning mills) which are prepared to employ girls because they are more 
dexterous than males. However, when considering all five major urban areas 
males were somewhat more migratory than females in all age groups except in 
the old age group over 60 years, which does not confirm Ravenstein’s law 
that states "females are more migratory than males".
These findings are gneerally in agreement with those of other studies 
in Sri Lanka and developing countries (Ratnasingham and Wilson, 1976: 63; 
Vamathevan, 1960: 37; Speare, 1969: 51). As was found in Taiwan (Speare, 
1969: 51) the migration ratio for males and females remained high through 
to age 44. However, within the age-sex distribution the patterns for 
migrants peaked at ages 15-29 and then at 30-44. There was uniformity of 
age distribution by streams and by duration but not by sex distribution.
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CHAPTER 5
SOCIO-ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS OF PERMANENT MIGRANTS 
5.1 Introduction
This chapter is an attempt to analyse the basic socio-economic charact­
eristics of permanent migrants to the five major urban areas in Colombo 
district. ' There are a number of special characteristics which differentiate 
the population from which they were drawn and the population to which they 
have moved. Germani (1965: 170) distinguishes two types of characteristics 
of migrants which affect their decision to move. The first set of 
characteristics is labelled ’socio-cultural’ and includes the age, sex, 
education and occupational characteristics, and the second set is ’psycho­
social' characteristics which include intelligence,attitudes, high aspir­
ations and leadership. However, analysis of the psycho-social character­
istics of migrants is limited in this study because there were no questions 
on this area in the 1971 Census. Therefore, this chapter focusses on an 
examination of the Social Characteristics of ethnicity, education, marital 
status and the economic characteristics of occupation and labour force 
participation to determine the characteristics of migrants which different­
iate them from non migrants.
Ravenstein (1885) and Lee (1966: 56-57) have developed a hypothesis 
about the characteristics of migrants, emphasizing that ’migration is 
selective and the migrants are not a representative cross section of the 
population or not a random sample of the population at the origin’. Most 
subsequent studies on migration have concluded that the migrants come from 
the segment of population which has different socio-economic characteristics 
from the people who are in the place of destination and the place of origin 
(see for example, Bogue, 1959: 497; Caldwell, 1969: 56-86; Connell and 
Das Gupta (ed.), 1976: 59-71). In most cases a migrant is able to change 
one or more components of his socio-economic status during or after 
migration (Bogue, 1959: 498). For instance, occupational status 
status can often be changed after migration. Therefore, it is important 
to examine the socio-economic characteristics of migrants at both place 
of origin and destination in order to understand not only the socio­
economic status of the individuals but also the influence of the socio­
economic conditions of both places. However, due to limited data in the
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1971 Census it is only possible to examine the socio-economic characteristics 
of migrants at the place of destination.
Also this chapter is mainly based on the socio-economic characteristics 
of more recent migrants who reported the duration of residence as less 
than five years. This group of migrants’ characteristics is more meaningful 
than that of all permanent migrants' characteristics for two reasons:
(i) The length of the duration of residence is controlled for clearer 
identification of socio-economic status; and 
(ii) these migrants are more affected by the recent socio-economic 
development of the urban places.
Also, this chapter is an attempt to examine the difference in socio­
economic status of more recent migrants in the two streams described in 
Chapter 3.
5.2 Ethnicity
One interesting generalization which has emerged from North American 
migration research is that ethnic minorities tend to migrate less than the 
population at large (Shryock, 1964: 49). It is argued that in the case 
of these minorities, socio-economic and cultural factors are a strong 
barrier to residential relocation (Pryor, 1975: 59). In the Sri Lankan 
context, it has generally been accepted that the minority ethnic groups, 
Tamils, Moors, Burgers and Eurasians are less mobile than the predominant 
ethnic group, the Sinhalese. At the time of the 1971 Census, 73 per cent 
of migrants in all five major urban areas were Sinhalese, 17 per cent were 
Tamiles, 6 per cent were Moors and 4 per cent were Burgers and others 
(see Table 5.1). Clearly, it can be seen in Table 5.1 that over 80 per 
cent of migrants were Sinhalese in all five urban areas except Colombo M.C. 
area. This is an approximate reflection of the general population of those 
five urban areas, in all of which the Sinhalese ethnic group is predominant. 
Table 5.1 shows that 74 per cent of non-migrants were Sinhalese, 10 per 
cent were Tamils, 12 per cent were Moors and 4 per cent were Burgers and 
others, in all five urban areas. However, it is interesting to note that 
the next highest proportion of more recent migrants to all five urban 
areas were Tamils, which differed from the non-migrant population. This 
suggests that there was no reflection of the general ethnic composition 
of population on the movement of ethnic minority groups but availability 
of occupations in specific areas may attract migrants from specific
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TABLE 5.1
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF MORE RECENT MIGRANTS AND 
TOTAL NON-MIGRANTS BY ETHNIC GROUPS, 1971
Urban Area Ethnic Groups*
Sinhalese Tamil^ M (c)Moors Burgers, Malays, 
and Others
Total
(N)
Colombo M.C. 60.5 25.6 9.6 4.3 7816
Dehiwala-Mount . .
Lavinia M.C. 82.0 9.5 3.1 5.4 3513
Negombo M.C. 80.7 12.1 3.7 3.5 680
Moratuwa U.C. 94.3 2.7 .9 2.1 1494
Kotte U.C. 85.7 9.6 1. 4 3.3 2732
AI 1 five urban _ _ _ . .
areas 73.3 16.8 5.8 4.1 16235
Total non migrants
of five urban 
areas
74.1 10.0 11. 7 4.2 58295
Notes: * : Excludes the ’not stated category’ of ethnicity.
(N): numbers, base for the percentages.
(a) : Sinhalese: Kandyan Sinhalese + Low Country Sinhalese.
(b) : Tamils: Indian + Ceylon Tamils.
(c) : Moors: Muslims of Sri Lanka known as Moors.
Source: Obtained from 10 per cent sample of 1971 Census of Sri Lanka.
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ethnicities. For instance, 26 per cent of migrants to Colombo M.C. area 
were Tamils which is a much higher ethnic proportion than was found in the 
other four urban areas. The reason for this may be the availability of 
occupations which attract Tamils, such as trading or other business activities 
The analysis of the 10 per cent sample of the 1971 Census reveals that 30 
per cent of Tamil migrants to Colombo M.C. area were engaged in the wholesale 
and retail trade and in restaurants and hotels. Also 21 per cent were 
engaged in activities such as repairing footware and other leather goods, 
watch, clock and jewelry repairs and small service businesses (see Appendix 
G).
The industry not stated category which comprised over 30 per cent of 
the total ethnic migrant population in all five urban areas, was excluded 
from the classification of ethnic group by industry.
Statistics in Table 5.2 show that Tamils had a higher level of 
mobility than the other ethnic groups in all five urban areas. The migration 
ratio for the Tamils was 21 per cent, being higher than that of the Sinhalese. 
The next highest migration ratio was for’Burgers, Malays and others' ethnic 
groups. The difference occurs due to the fact that in Table 5.1, the 
denominator used consisted of the migrants alone, whereas the denominator 
used in calculating the migration ratios was the sum of the migrants and 
non migrants and those of not stated duration of residence, meanwhile the 
numerator remained the same.
5.3 Education
A major factor to be considered is the relationship between educational 
attainment and migration into towns because the aspirations and expectations 
of migrants vary according to the level of education. For instance, a 
migrant who is well educated tends to migrate to a major urban area in 
order to find a white-collar job. Therefore, educational attainment is 
one of the best available indicators of both the socio-economic status of 
migrants and the qualification of migrants for work at the destination.
Most studies in developed and developing countries have found that 
there is no consistant relationship between migration and educational 
attainment. For instance, Freedman (1949) found that educational selectivity 
varied from stream to stream in the United States during the depression 
period. Kuroda (1967) and Zachariah (1966) have found in Calcutta and Bombay
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TABLE 5.2
MIGRATION RATIOS OF ETHNIC GROUPS, 1971
Urban Area Migration Ratios* by Ethnicity.#
Sinhalese Tamils m  (OMoors Burgers + Malays and others
Colombo M.C. 15.8 20.1 8.3 11.0
Dehiwala-Mt. 
Lavinia M.C. 19.8 32.4 25.6 23.8
Negombo M.C. 8.7 11.1 4.6 24.5
Moratuwa U.C. 12.3 32.0 29.8 39.7
Kotte U.C. 21.4 29.5 28.4 25.1
All Five Urban 
Areas 16,3 21.3 9.2 15.3
Notes: * : Migration ratios of ethnic groups are calculated as follows:
No. of more recent migrants in particular 
______________ethnic groups______________ 10Q
Resident population in particular ethnic 
groups
// : Excludes, the ’not stated’ category of ethnicity.
(a) : Sinhalese: Kandyan Sinhalese + Low Country Sinhalese.
(b) : Tamils: Indian Tamils + Ceylon Tamils.
(c) : Moors: Muslims of Sri Lanka known as Moors.
Source: Calculated from 10 per cent sample of 1971 Census of Sri Lanka.
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respectively that in-migrants have less education than non-migrants at 
the place of destination but more education than the population from which 
they are drawn. This hypothesis has been developed by Lee (1966) and he 
postulates that migrants from rural areas tend to be more educated than the 
non migrants at the place of origin. Speare (1974) extended this theory 
and concluded for the case of Taiwan, that the migrants tended to be drawn 
disproportionately from the better educated (1974: 55). However, all these 
studies have shown that there exists some measure of educational selectivity 
of migrants in most countries.
The 1971 Census collected information on educational attainment of 
persons aged six years and over. But, this study considered the educational 
attainment of persons aged 15 years and over as shown in Table 5.3, because 
the proportion of children under 15 years of age among the migrants was 
different to that of non migrants (see Chapter 4, Section 4.2). On the 
other hand, many children especially under 10 years, even though attending 
school, are not likely to have completed their primary schooling (Department 
of Census and Statistics, 1978: 119').
The observed and standardized*proportions which are shown in Table 5.3 
reveal that the more recent migrants have a higher level of educational 
attainment than the non migrants at the place of destination. Among the 
more recent migrants of both sexes to all five major urban areas, 37 per 
cnet had above secondary educational level (G.C.E. Ordinary Level or higher). 
By comparison, the proportion of non migrants of both sexes who had above 
secondary educational level was 23 per cent (see Table 5.3). It can be seen 
from Table 5.3 that a greater proportion of migrants (39 per cent) who had 
higher education migrated to Colombo M.C. area. The reason for this may be 
that Colombo M.C. area received the migrants who work especially, in 
administrative, clerical and other technical services. In Sri Lanka the 
General Certificate of Education - Ordinary Level (G.C.E.-O.L.) is the 
minimum qualification for clerical and office work, while other technical 
and skilled jobs require secondary education as a minimum level. A clearer 
picture about the relationship between educational level and occupational 
status is shown in Table 5.4 and is indicated as a summary for all five 
urban areas because education by occupational structure is more likely to 
be the same in all five urban areas.. Evidently, the higher proportion of
’'Standardized with respect to the age distribution of total urban population 
of Sri Lanka in 15-29, 30-44, 45-59, 60+ age groups.
TABLE 5.3
STANDARDIZED PROPORTIONS IN EDUCATIONAL LEVEL OF MORE RECENT 
MIGRANTS AND TOTAL NON-MIGRANTS, 15 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER BY SEX, 1971
Urban Area Standardized* Proportions in Educational Level
No Schooling Primary 
(Grade 1-5)
Secondary 
(Grade 6-9)
Higher 
(G.C.E.O.L. 
& over)
Total
T .0150 .2369 .3658 .3823 1.0000
Colombo M.C. M .0081 .2455 .3604 .3860 1.0000
F .0254 .2265 .3749 .3732 1.0000
T .0080 .2170 .4160 .3590 1.0000Dehiwala Mt. M .0025 .2132 .3943 .3900 1.0000
Ijci V  JlII-Lei i’l • L» • F .0139 .2247 .4410 .3204 1.0000
T .0239 .2122 .4603 .3046 1.0000
Hegombo M.C. M . 0149 .2134 .4470 .3247 1.0000
F .0434 .1889 .4980 .2697 1.0000
T .0070 .2544 .4250 .3136 1.0000
Moratuwa U.C. M .0018 .2518 .4154 .3310 1.0000
• F .0126 .2602 .4323 .2949 1.0000
T .0266 .2268 .3863 .3603 1.0000
Kottc U.C. M .0090 .2122 .3865 .3924 1.0000
F .0490 .2445 .3860 .3205 1.0000
All more re- T .0152 .2311 .3885 .3652 1.0000cent migrants M .0068 .2324 .3790 .3818 1.0000in five urban F .0261 .2314 .4016 . 3409 1.0000areas
All non mi- T .0133 .3138 .4573 .2156 1.0000grants in M .0091 .3058 .4683 .2168 1.0000five urban F . 0184 .3234 .4451 .2131 1.0000areas
Observed pro-
portions for T .0122 .2185 .3897 .3796 10879
more recent M .0057 .2173 .3822 .3948 6483
migrants in F .0218 .2202 .4008 .3571 4396
all five
urban areas
Observed pro-
portions for T .0118 .2990 .4647 .2245 27061non-migrants M .0086 .29*47 .4749 .2219 14315in all five F . 0] 54 .3038 .4532 .2276 12746urban areas
Note: T : Total; M : Males; F : Females.
* Standardized for age: the urban population of Sri Lanka, 1971 was
taken as standardized . Age groups were 15-29,, 30-44, 45-59 and
601-
Source : Calculated from 10 per cent sample of 1971 Census of Sri Lanka.
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TABLE 5.4
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF MORE RECENT MIGRANTS BY EDUCATIONAL 
LEVEL IN EACH MAJOR OCCUPATIONAL GROUP FOR 15+ YEARS OF AGE IN 
ALL FIVE MAJOR URBAN AREAS, 1971
Occupational
Group
Highest Level Completed*
Primary Secondary Higher Total
(Grade 1-5) (Grade 6-9) (G.C.E.0.L.+) 00
(1)
Professional, 
Technical, Admin- T 18.8 37.6 43.6 5821
istrative and M 14.8 35.0 50.2 2231
related F 20.4 42.8 36.8 3590
(2)
Clerical and T 3.6 20.2 76.2 1064
related M 3.4 20.7 75.9 893F 4.7 17.5 77.8 171
(3)
Sales and T 36.2 42.9 20.9 1845
Service M 32.8 45.2 22.0 1543F 53.3 35.8 10.9 302
(4)
Production and T 25.0 48.9 26.1 1126
related M «■*# «•?# ™ 7# 1012F 21.9 49.1 29.0 114
(5) // //
Agriculture and 
related
T
M
49. i# 
47.°
34.9
36.0
16.0
V-o
106
100
F 83.0 17.0 6
Notes: * : (i) Excludes not stated category of level of education.
(ii) Excludes the no schooling category, because very few cases 
in occupational categories.
# : Less than 50 cases.
T : Total; M : Males; F : Females.
N : Numbers; the base for the percentage.
Source: Calculated from 10 per cent sample of 1971 Census of Sri Lanka.
60
more recent migrants, who were in the professional, technical, administrative 
and related occupations and clerical related occupations had a higher level 
of education for both sexes with one exception, females in the professional, 
technical, administrative and related category. For instance, 44 per cent 
of the migrants of both sexes, who were in the first occupational group 
had a higher level of.education (see Table 5.4). It is interesting to note 
that a larger proportion of female migrants (43 per cent) who were in the 
first occupational group had secondary education level and the reason for 
this will be described in section 5.6. Also a considerable proportion (76.2%) 
of migrants of both sexes, who were in the second occupational group had a 
higher level of education than the minimum requirement for this occupation.
A greater proportion of females had a higher level of education (78%) than 
that of males (76%) in this occupational group. This suggests that more 
educated females have opportunities for employment, especially in the second 
occupational group. An explanation for the greater proportion of the higher 
educated in the clerical category may have been the introduction of the new 
government recruitment policy in early 1971. This particular system of 
recruitment involved the selection of clerical staff on the basis of academic 
merit, thereby facilitating the employment of those with higher educational 
qualifications. In other occupational groups, except agricultural and 
related occupations, which are not important because of the very few cases, 
the migrants had secondary education. This is clearly seen among males 
rather than females. In general, education by occupational structure of 
migrants reflects the close association between the occupations of the 
migrants and educational attainment, in other words, the higher the education 
level the more likely they are to be in the professional or clerical cate­
gories .
Evidently, there were more male migrants, among more educated (38%) 
migrants in all five urban areas than other levels of education (see Table 
5.3). This is likely to reflect that educated males migrate rather than 
others to major urban areas for employment or further educational purposes.
On the other hand Table 5.3 shows that the proportion of female 
migrants and non migrants with up to secondary educational level was much 
higher than among males in all five urban areas except Colombo M.C. This 
reflects the overall Sri Lankan pattern which is due to large proportions 
of females especially with no schooling in the older ages (Department of 
Census and Statistics, 1978: 119).
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5.3.1 Educational Attainment of Migrants by Stream
The proportions of migrants to the five major urban areas by 
education level also varies by streams. Table 5.5 shows that the proportion 
of migrants from outside Colombo district who obtained the General Certificate 
of Education (Ordinary Level) or higher educational levels was higher than 
the proportion of migrants from within Colombo district who obtained the same 
educational levels.
Also, among male migrants the proportion of those with above secondary 
educational level, was higher than that of females in all five major urban 
areas except Negombo and Moratuwa areas in both streams. However, the tendency 
for male migrants to go to Colombo M.C., Dehiwala-Mount Lavinia M.C. and Kotte 
U.C. areas and more female migrants from outside Colombo district to go to 
the other two areas suggests that the level of education is a more important 
factor for migration that the distance of move. Mostly, the people who 
obtained higher educational levels are motivated to migrate into major urban 
areas to find clerical or administrative employment because, especially in 
rural aieas, they cannot find employment which fits their educational qualif­
ications .
On the other hand, lable 5.5 shows that the proportion of migrants 
into the five, major urban areas from outside Colombo district who had below 
secondary educational levels was significantly lower than the proportion of 
migrants from within Colombo district. This suggests that the lower level 
of education does not motivate people to migrate to major urban areas 
because they can find a job in rural or other small urban areas which is 
appropriate to their educational level. Therefore, as shown in Tables 5.3 
and 5.5 this study emphasizes the education variable as an important 
motivational factor for urban migration in Sri Lanka.
5.4 Marital Status
Several empirical studies on migration have found that there is no 
uniformity in marital status which operates as a selection factor in the 
migration process. Some earlier studies suggest that migrants tend to be 
single, particularly if younger (Thomas, 1938: 289). But recent studies 
have found that as most of the adult population in a region or country can 
be expected to be married, and as married people generally move together, 
so there is a considerably higher proportion of married migrants than single, 
widowed or divorced. The 1967 UNECAFE working group reported that in
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TABLE 5.5
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF MORE RECENT MIGRANTS BY EDUCATIONAL LEVEL 
(15+ YEARS OF AGE) AND BY STREAMS, 1971
Urban Area Highest Level
kCompleted
H U
Schooling Primary Secondary Higher Total
(Grade 1-5) (Grade 6-9) (G.C.E. 0.L.+)
MWC MOC MWC MOC MWC MOC MWC MOC MWC MOC
T 1.7 1.5 32.8 29.7 37.9 36.9 27.6 31.9 3069 2247
Colombo M.C. M 1.0 .8 32.0 29.1 37.4 37.5 29.6 32.6 1493 1541
F 2.6 2.8 33.7 31.0 38.6 35.9 25.1 30.3 1576 706
T .6 .6 29.0 29.4 42.4 35.4 28.0 34.6 1555 693Dehiwala-Mt. M .1 .3 29.0 28.6 40.5 36.4 30.4 34.7 910 426Lavima M.C. F 1. 0 1.0 29.0 30.7 44.3 34.0 25.7 34.3 645 * 267
T 4.4 1.4 34.5 38.0 41.6 38.7 19.5 21.9 292 138
Negombo M.C. M 3.9 0.0 36.5 37.4 41.4 40.0 18.2 22.6 131 80
F 4.8 2.9 32.6 38.7 41.7 37.3 20.9 21.1 161 58
T .5 1.4 35.2 29.3 40.8 39.2 23.5 30.1 393 542
Moratuwa U.C. M .4 .5 33.4 31.3 39.9 37.6 26.3 30. 6 186 278
F .5 2.5 36.7 26.9 41.6 41.1 21. 2 29.5 207 264
T 2.5 2.9 29.3 29.1 42.7 35.8 25.5 32.2 918 748
Kotte U.C. M 1.7 1.2 28.3 28.5 42.2 35.1 27.8 35.2 475 422
F 3.5 5.4 30.3 30.3 43.3 36.9 22.9 27.7 443 326
T 1. 7 1.5 31. 6 29.9 40.0 36.8 26.7 31.8 6227 4368All five M 1.0 .7 31.0 29.4 39.1 37.1 28.9 32.8 3195 2747urban areas F 2.4 2.9 32.3 30.8 41.0 36.2 24.3 30.1 3032 1621
Notes: MWC : More recent migrants from within Colombo district.
MOC : More recent migrants from outside Colombo district.
T : Totals; M: Males; F: Females.
N : Numbers; the base for the percentage.
* : Excludes the migrants who stated the previous residence 'unknown'. 
// : Higher: G.C.E.(O.L.) + G.C.E. (A. L.) and higher education.
Source: Calculated from 10 per cent sample of 1971 Census of Sri Lanka.
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Thailand a larger proportion of rural-urban migrants were unmarried when 
first moving, but in the Philippines more urban in—migrants were married 
than the locally born (1967: 30-32).
Also, the selectivity of marital status in relation to migration 
varies according to the time of migration and the time of enumeration. The 
present study considers the marital status of migrants at the time of 
enumeration. Further, the present study considers in relation to marital 
status, only the migrants who are 15 years of age and over. In Sri Lanka, 
only a few children under 15 years of age get married; the number of married 
persons below 15 years has shown a progressive decline from 10,580 in 1901 
to 1929 in 1971 (United Nations ESCAP, 1976: 112).
The present study found that generally, there is no clear indication 
that single persons were more likely than married or other persons to migrate 
in three of the urban areas with the exception being Colombo M.C. and Kotte 
U.C. areas. After controlling the age distribution, the study shows that a 
greater proportion of males among the more recent migrants were married in 
all five urban areas except Colombo M.C. and Kotte U.C. and similarly, more 
recent female migrants in all five urban areas (see Table 5.6).
However, it is interesting to note that the proportion of single male 
migrants (48%) was higher than that of married male migrants (46%) when all 
five urban areas are considered as a whole. The difference between single 
and married male migrants is more in the observed proportions: 58 per cent 
and 41 per cent respectively. This can also be clearly seen among the non 
migrant population (see Table 5.6).
Among the more recent migrants in Colombo M.C. area, 52 per cent of 
males were single and 47 per cent of males married but in Kotte U.C. area 
this excess of single male persons was very small. The reason for this 
perhaps is the problem of lack of housing in Colombo M.C. area so that 
most family migrants are more likely to reside in nearby areas such as 
Kotte U.C. area (see Chapter 1). It is further indicated in the other three 
urban areas that there was a considerably higher proportion of married 
migrants both males and females among more recent migrants as is also found 
in other empirical studies in developing countries (Pryor, 1976: 41;
Zachariah, 1968: 126). tor instance, Pryor (1976: 41) has found in Malaysia 
that permanent migrants tend to be married and temporary migrants tend to 
be unmarried. The present study also found that the temporary migrants in 
all five urban areas were mostly unmarried (see Section 3.2) and a relatively
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TABLE 5.6
STANDARDIZED PROPORTIONS IN MARITAL STATUS OF MORE RECENT MIGRANTS AND 
NON-MIGRANTS, 15 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER BY SEX, 1971
Urban Area Standardized*  Proportions in Marital Status
Single Married Others^ Total
Colombo M.C. M .5150 F .3468
.4655
.5735
.0195
.0797
1.0000
1.0000
Dehiwala-Mount M .4799 .5042 .0159 1.0000
Lavinia M.C. F .3196 .5924 .0880 1.0000
Negombo M.C. M .4550 F .3494
.4880
.6071
.0570
.0435
1.0000
1.0000
Moratuwa U.C. M .4049 F .2879
.5687 
. 6079
.0265
.1042
1.0000
1.0000
Kotte U.C. M .5047 F .3451
.4802
.5819
.0151
.0730
1.0000
1.0000
All more-recent 
migrants in 
five urban areas
M .4798 
F .3369
.4567
.5896
.0635
.0735
1.0000
1.0000
All non-migrants 
in five urban 
areas
M .4979 
F .3744
.4807
.5334
.0214
.0922
1.0000
1.0000
Observed proprotions
for more recent mi- M .5776 .4105 .0119 7038 
grants in all five F .3654 .5721 .0625 5120 
urban areas
Observed proportions M >5266 .4529 .0205 16187
for non migrants in .3949 .5159 .0892 15527
all five urban areas
Notes: M : Males; F : Females.
* : Standardized for age: the urban population of Sri Lanka, 1971
was taken as standard. Age groups used were 15-29, 30-44, 
45-59 and 60+.
// : Includes widowed, divorced and separated.
Source: Calculated from 10 per cent sample of 1971 Census of Sri Lanka.
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higher proportion of permanent migrants were married.
Table 5.6 shows that in Colombo M.C., Dehiwala-Mount Lavinia M.C. 
and Kotte U.C. urban areas there was a higher proportion of single male 
migrants. This is reflected in the sex imbalance of these three urban 
areas. Browning (1971: 288) has found in most developing countries that the 
further the sex ratio from 100, the greater the proportion of migrants who 
are single. The sex ratio in these urban areas was much higher than in the 
other urban areas, being in the range between 107-135 (see Section 4.3 and 
Table 4.1).
It is also evident from Table 5.6 that in all five urban areas a 
higher proportion of female migrants than male migrants were married. For 
instance, in Negombo M.C. area the standardized proportion of married male 
migrants was 0.49 per cent and the standardized'proportion of married female 
migrants was 0.61 per cent (see Table 5.6). A similar pattern of marital 
status by sex is found for the general population in Sri Lanka, where a 
recent analysis shows that 54 per cent of male population and 59 per cent 
of the female population were married (see United Nations, ESCAP, 1976: 114).
Other marital status (widowed, divorced and separated) was relatively 
unimportant among the more recent migrants because the proportion was not 
significant for either sexes although there was a much higher proportion of 
others (especially widowed) among females (7 per cent) than among males 
(6 per cent) in all five urban areas.
A clearer picture of the marital status distribution among more recent 
migrants emerges when the data is analysed by streams. For the comparison 
of marital status between two streams, from within Colombo district and outside 
Colombo district, the statistics were standardized for age, using the total 
urban population of Sri Lanka as the standard population. The greater 
proportion of males among more recent migrants in all five urban areas from 
within Colombo district were married (53.7%) while the greater proportion of 
migrants who came from outside Colombo district were,single (54.7%) as shown 
in Table 5.7 (see further detailed table in Appendix H). This pattern is 
the same in all five urban areas, therefore the summary is given below.
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TABLE 5.7
STANDARDIZED PROPORTIONS BY MARITAL STATUS OF MORE RECENT MIGRANTS, 
15 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER, BY STREAMS AND BY SEX, 1971
All Five Urban Standardized* Proportions in Marital Status
Areas Single Married Others^ Total
MWC MOC MWC MOC MWC MOC MWC MOC
M .4446 .5466 .5367 .4342 .0187 .0192 1.000 1.000
F .3098 .3890 .6055 .5273 .0847 .0837 1.000 1.000
Observed pro­
portions in 
marital status M .4537 . 6976 .5310 .2935 .0153 .0089 2938 3165
in all five 
urban areas 
(15+ years)
F .3195 .4560 .6107 .4879 .0698 .0561 2682 1695
Note: M: Males; F: Females.
MWC : More recent migrants from within Colombo district.
MOC : More recent migrants from outside Colombo district.
* : Standardized for age: the urban population of Sri Lanka,
1971, was taken as standard. Age groups used were 15-29,
30-44, 45-59, and 60+.
# : It includes widowed, divorced and separated.
Source: Calculated from 10 per cent sample of the 1971 Census of Sri Lanka.
According to this pattern in all five urban areas it can be generalized 
that unmarried migrants show a propensity to migrate longer distances whereas 
married people have a propensity to migrate over shorter distances.
5.5 Labour Force Participation
There is some evidence from other studies on urban migration that the 
urban migrant participation in the labour force was higher than that of urban 
non migrants, perhaps due to the fact that the principal reason for migration 
is employment. For instance, this differential was found in Thailand by 
Goldstein and others (Goldstein et al., 1974: 20-21) and in India by 
Zachariah (1966: 206-220). This differential between migrants and non 
migrants is more evident at the time of enumeration than at the time of 
migration. In this connection, Goldstein and others (Goldstein et al., 1974: 
20) argue that 'the status may not reflect the conditions at the time of the
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move, and whatever differentials exist between migrants and non migrants 
reflect more the adjustment process at the place of destination than 
conditions in the place of origin’. For the present study, however, the 
only data available are the labour force characteristics of migrants at the 
place of destination which give some evidence about economic motivations of 
the migrants in the five major urban areas.
Among these migrants 48 per cent of migrants were employed compared 
with 34 per cent of non migrants (see Table 5.8). On the other hand the 
proportion of unemployed migrants was substantially lower than for non 
migrants and the unemployment rates (that is the percentage of the work force 
who were unemployed) for migrants and non migrants were 18.9 per cent and 33 
per cent respectively. These findings are similar to those of other studies.
For instance, Elizaga (1966: 374) has found the rate of employment was higher 
among migrants than non migrants and the rate of unemployment was lower among 
migrants than non migrants. In Colombia, Berry (1975: 281-291) also found 
that the unemployment rate of the natives of the cities were substantially higher 
than those of the migrants. Both studies reached their conclusion after 
controlling for age composition. The present study considered only data 
for those over 15 years of age, due to the different age composition of 
population under 15 years of age between migrants and non migrants. It is 
interesting to note that the highest proportion of employed migrants and 
the lowest proportion of employed non migrants were in the Colombo M.C. 
area (see Table 5.8). This demonstrates that there may be more employment 
opportunities for migrants, and this would perhaps be due to the higher 
educational levels among migrants (see Section 5.3)
Also Table 5.8 shows that there was a higher proportion of male 
employed migrants (61%) than that of male non migrants (58%). This difference 
was far greater in Dehiwala-Mount Lavinia M.C. and Kotte U.C. area because 
more male migrants migrated to these two areas as a result of the industrial 
expansion and development projects which were opened in these areas (see 
Chapter 3).
On the other hand, Table 5.8 reveals that the proportions unemployed 
for both migrants and non migrants were much greater among females than 
among males. This corresponds to the overall Sri Lanka pattern and results 
from the lower educational level and more limited employment opportunities 
for females (see Wilson, 1975: 128-131; Siddhisena, 1976: 61). In this 
connection Wilson (1975: 131) argues for the entire country that 'the high
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TABLE 5.8
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF MORE RECENT MIGRANTS AND NON-MIGRANTS, 
15 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER BY WORK STATUS AND BY SEX, 1971
Work Status
Urban Area Employed Unemployed Others* Total (N)
MS NMS MS NMS MS NMS MS NMS
T 50.1 32.7 11.1 19.0 38.8 48.3 5970 15385
Colombo M.C. M 72.3 54.9 10.0 21.5 17.6 23.6 3725 7877
F 18.7 9.3 12. 6 16.4 68.6 74.3 2245 7508
Dehiwala-Mount 
Lavinia M.C.
T
M
44.8
70.4
33.9
56.0
12.2
11.4
20.7
20.4
43.0
18.2
45.4
23.7
2620
1429
4435
2309
F 17.7 10.0 13.1 21.0 69.2 68.9 1191 2131
T 42.6 38.4 7.8 11.3 49.6 50.3 495 3387
Negombo M.C. M 72.7 66.2 6.9 12.2 20.3 21.6 260 1726
F 13.7 9.5 8.7 10.3 77.6 80.2 235 1661
T 47.1 37.4 8.1 11.1 47.8 51.5 1047 4929
Moratuwa U.C. M 75.1 62.6 8.1 11.2 16.8 26.2 518 2559
F 16. 6 10.2 8.1 10.9 75.3 78.9 529 2370
T 46.1 34.2 11.8 17.3 42.1 48.5 2026 3580
Kotte U.C. M 70.7 56.1 10.7 18.7 18.6 25.2 1106 1821
F 18.3 11.5 13.0 15.9 68.7 72.6 920 1759
All five urban T 47.7 34.4 11.1 17.0 41.2 48.6 12158 31716
areas M 61.0 57.6 8.6 18.4 15.2 24.0 7038 16287
F 18.0 9.9 12.2 15.4 69.8 74.7 5120 15429
Notes : MS : More Recent Migrants.
NMS : Non-Migrants
T : Totals; M : Males; F : Females.
N : Numbers, base for the percentages.
* : Others: Includes students, income receipient pensioners, persons 
engaged in home duties, persons too old, unable to work, 
children not attending school, not at work and others.
Source: Calculated from 10 per cent sample of 1971 Census of Sri Lanka.
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employment rate for females was a result of a large influx of females into 
the labour force at a time when there was no corresponding demand for their 
labour’.
There were significant proportions of migrants and non migrants of 
both sexes in other work status which includes students, pensioners, persons 
attending home duties, elderly persons and children not attending school 
and not working. In this category females are in excess of males in both 
the populations of migrants and non migrants because most women were 
attending to home duties. For instance, 30 per cent of all women in Sri 
Lanka in the labour force were attending to home duties (Department of Census 
and Statistics, 1978: 135).
5.5.1 Labour Force Participation Rates
Table 5.9 gives a clear picture of the differentials of labour force 
participation rate among migrants and non migrants by broad age groups and 
sex. The patterns of labour force participation are similar in all five 
urban areas, therefore Table 5.9 gives only the summary (see further break­
down by urban areas in Table in Appendix I).
The age specific labour force participation rates for migrants and 
non migrants are independent of the age structure of the population.
The data are comparable between migrants and non-migrants but total 
labour force rate (15-59) cannot be compared for those two groups because the 
different age structure influences the total rate. Therefore, the standard­
ization procedure was used to control the age structure, using the urban 
population of Sri Lanka as standard. The last column in Table 5.9 and 5.10 
give the standardized labour force participation rates.
Evidently, there were higher labour force participation rates for 
migrants than non migrants in all five urban areas. For all persons aged 
15 years and over the participation rate was 63 per cent for migrants and 
only 49 per cent for non migrants.
Among males, the labour force participation rate for migrants was 77 
per cent (for all age groups) and 74 per cent for non migrants. This 
difference was determined by the participation of people in the age group 
15-29, an interval in which the differential was 98 per cent for migrants 
and 65 per cent for non migrants. After controlling for the age, the 
labour force participation rate declined to 60.5 and 43.2 per cent
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TABLE 5.9
AGE-SEX SPECIFIC LABOUR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATES FOR MORE RECENT 
MIGRANTS AND NON-MIGRANTS (15-59 YEARS), 1971
All Five LABOUR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATES BY AGE
Urban
Areas 15-■29 30-■44 45--59 Total (15-59) Observed Rate
Standardized* 
for age
MS NMS MS NMS MS NMS MS NMS MS NMS
Total 58.9 39.2 70.1 52.6 49.3 39.6 63.4 49.4 60.5 43.2
Males 78.3 64.5 84.6 81.3 72.4 67.3 76.5 73.6 79.1 70.0
Females 36.2 29.5 30.4 26.6 19.8 16.2 32.8 25.4 31.5 26.2
Notes: MS: More Recent Migrants; NMS: Non Migrants.
* Standardized for age: The urban population of Sri Lanka, 1971 
was taken as standard. Age groups used were 15-29, 30-44,
45-59 and 60+.
Source: Calculated from 10 per cent sample of 1971 Census of Sri Lanka.
respectively. However, both the observed labour force participation rate and 
standardized labour force participation rate show that the migrant labour 
force participation was higher than that of non migrants.
5.5.2 Labour Force Participation Rate by Streams
It is interesting to note that the labour force participation rate 
of both male and female migrants outside Colombo district was higher than 
that of migrants from within Colombo district in all five urban areas (see 
Table 5.10). The age-sex specific patterns of labour force participation 
rate for all age groups was similar in all urban areas, as is shown in Table 
5.10 (see also further breakdown by urban area in Table in Appendix J).
The observed labour force participation rate for all age groups was 
51 per cent for migrants from within Colombo district while outside Colombo 
district the rate was 65 per cent. A substantial difference is clearly 
seen in the age group 30-44. For instance, in Colombo M.C. area the labour 
force participation rate of migrants within Colombo district was 73 per cent 
whereas it was 88 per cent for migrants from outside (see Table in Appendix 
I). A possible reason for the greater difference among the migrants by 
streams was the different age composition of migrants within each stream
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TABLE 5.10
AGE-SEX SPECIFIC LABOUR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATES (15-59) FOR 
MORE RECENT MIGRANTS BY STREAMS, 1971
All Five 
Urban 
Areas
LABOUR PARTICIPATION RATES BY AGE AND STREAMS
15-29 30-44 45-59
Total (15-59) 
Observed Rate
Standardized* 
for age
MWC MOC MWC MOC MWC MOC MWC MOC MWC MOC
Total 57.6 59.4 69.3 73.2 47.3 50.1 51.3 64.6 59.2 61.8
Males 71.3 74.8 86.9 88.4 64.2 65.3 82.3 89.3 74.6 77.1
Females 32.4 35.3 31.4 32.4 24.3 28.1 30.2 31.4 30.6 33.1
Notes: MWC : More Recent Migrants from within Colombo district.
MOC : More Recent Migrants from outside Colombo district.
* Standardized for age: The urban population of Sri Lanka, 1971 
was taken as standard. Age groups used were 15-29, 30-44, 
45-59 and 6OH.
Source: Calculated from 10 per cent sample of 1971 Census of Sri Lanka.
(see Section 4.4). However, standardization reduced this difference. The 
standardized labour force participation rate for age groups 15-59 was 
59.2 per cent for more recent migrants within Colombo district while the 
migrants outside Colombo district the rate was 61.8 per cent (see Table 5.10). 
Other characteristics of migrants in all age groups within the two streams 
were the same as already discussed above, as for example the standardized 
participation rate of male migrants (77.1%) outside Colombo district was 
higher than that of male migrants (74.6%) within Colombo district.
5.6 Occupation
The occupational structure of the migrants is important because it 
highlights the allocation of employed migrants among the different categories 
of occupation. For the purpose of this analysis, the major occupational 
categories were considered. Some of these categories were combined (e.g. 
Professional, Technical work, combined with Administrative and Managerial) 
due to the small number in each. As might be expected, nearly all of the 
migrants and non migrants of the five major urban areas were engaged in non 
agricultural occupations as shown in Table 5.11.
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The majority of working migrants were in the white collar occupations 
(72 per cent in all urban areas). Also a considerable proportion was 
engaged in service and sales work and production and related work. This 
order of the importance of occupation is similar in all urban areas except 
Moratuwa. For instance, in the other four areas the highest proportion was 
in the professional, technical and administrative occupations and next the 
highest proportion was in the service and sales worker category, whereas in 
Moratuwa the second highest proportion was in production and related workers 
occupational category (see Table 5.11) because there were cottage industries 
and timber industries located in these areas (see Chapter 1).
In general, the non migrants also show fairly similar characteristics 
of occupational structure; a higher proportion was in the category of 
professional, technical and administrative workers, but the next highest 
proportion was in the category of production and related workers in all 
urban areas.
Further, among working migrants and working non migrants the proportion 
of males was greater than that of females in all the occupational categories, 
except the category of professional, technical and administrative workers.
It is interesting to note that there was a greater proportion of females in 
this category perhaps because females have more limited avenues of employment 
in this occupational category than in other types of employment. For instance, 
females are more frequently engaged as school teachers, nurses, mid-wives 
and staff officers in private and public sectors (except for staff officers, 
these occupations require only minimum G.C.E. Advance Level; see Rasaratnam, 
1974: 362-363). The patterns of variation in this Occupational Category 
among male and female migrants is similar to that observed in Bangkok and 
other provincial urban places in Thailand by Goldstein and others (Goldstein 
et al., 1974: 22-25 and Table 17 on page 48).
Several studies have found that there was a selectivity of migrants in 
relation to the occupational structure (for example see Speare, 1969: 83). 
These studies showed that more urban migrants than non urban migrants are 
employed in white collar jobs. However the present study found that there 
were more non migrants than migrants in professional, technical, adminis­
trative and related occupations in all five urban areas (see Table 5.11).
This would be due to the different age composition of the migrant population 
and non migrant population or due to an under representation in the census 
enumeration (see Goldstein et al., 1974: 24). However, in regard to other
TA
BL
E 
5.
11
PE
RC
EN
TA
GE
 D
IS
TR
IB
UT
IO
N 
OF
 M
OR
E 
RE
CE
NT
 M
IG
RA
NT
S 
BY
 O
CC
UP
AT
IO
NA
L 
CA
TE
GO
RY
 A
ND
 B
Y 
SE
X,
 1
5 
YE
AR
S
OF
 A
GE
 A
ND
 O
VE
R,
 1
97
1
73
1 CO M f O  M f o  o  o CO CO o t o  vO O U0 rH  sf" 00 o  oo
/•--s 61 H  i—1 OO uo CO t o  r-~ a t CO O  CO oo M f < f CO 00  o
2 § CM M f CO tD  OO OO r co  co CM rH  rH Ml- 00  tO CO uo 00
s_' M  oo  IO CO rH  CM CM i—1 i—l M  CM CM CO rH  rH 00 uo CM
rH CM rH  i—1
1—1
c0
4-1 O  O  O O  UO UO 00 O  oo O  CM 00 rH  M t Cm a t  P  oo
o CO CM CM O CM H  O 1—1 rH  O a t  -er M f CM 00 CO t o  p -  a t
H a CO Is  i—1 M f M f O s f  CM CM oo < r  M
a t  a t  a t M f Pm tD
m  co  cm CM rH  rH i—i rH  tD  M f
i—1
P  Td 
c0 0 )
CO i—1 O  i-O UO 00 CM rH  CM CM O  CM CM M f CO O O  co  CM
H  4-J i—1 CM uo O CM rH rH  CM o cm a t
03 c0
4-1 P  
i—1 03
1—1 CM
P  c
CJ
•H TO rH  CM O CO M f CO O  CM rH CO |M  1---1 a t  m  m i- •Mf o  CM
Cl Ö 
60 CO 
<
M
S
O i—1 CM M f i—1 CM rH  CO rH  rH
TO CO OO O  O O n tD  CM 00 00 rH O  O  co Ml- I'M M f a t  oo  M f
C  0)
O 4J i—1 CO CM M f CO rH MO rH  CM rH  Ml" i—| uo a t  i—i uo a t  p
•H CO 1—1 1—1
-K 4-J i—1
cn CJ 0)
03 00 Ci
P TO O H I O OO OO O a t  o  a t I'M oo CO t o  r-M M f CM M f CO
H O  TO CO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
o Ci to CO o co  cm 00 I rH CM M f CM oo  n  h 00 UO CM
60 PC CO
f^ H rH i—l 1—1 rH  CM i—i i—1
(U
4-J
cd
cj
i—i
cd
p
TO
to
CO CO rH  LO •<r i n  co ps a t  M f uo VO O CO CO s f 00 CM CM
o CO M  i o  < r CO uo rH Mf Ps rH cm Mi* r—1 Mf Pm I—| CO to  P
P CO
4-J CU 03
CO CJ r—1
P •H CO
P >  to CO CM 00 tO tO O'! CM a  at Ml- CO rH 00 CO CM 00 Mf CM
a Cl CO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .o 03 2 co uo cm O  vD M P  00 Mf 00 CM UO i—i cm to O  to  UOo
Ci
o
•r->
c0
2
to i—i i—i i—1 rH P  i—1 rH r—\  r—1 P  P
TO CO M  vO CO Mf uo H i—1 1—1 CO 00 Ml- CM O  tO Mf at  Mf o
CO
cO
a
2 UO uo CO CO UO rH CM Mi- CM rH CO Mf H CM Mf p
P  TO 
CO 03 
CJ 4-1 
•H cO 
Cl rH Mf CM to O  (N H OO rH CO at  co cm t o at  rH cm at  at
03 0) 
1---1 Ph
CO
o  Mf Mf 00 CO CO UO rH rH uo O  CM N  H  CO Pm o  CM
c_>
f^ H
i—1 i—1 rH rH rH i—1 P
r>
CO <r co cm CO vO CM CO O  i—1 p  a t co a t to  oo Mf CO CM
. 4-1
jo g ■to a OO MO Ot to r-'- mo rH tO 00 rH UO VO uo UO UO uo O  UO
CJ - 03 00 OO OO oo p» co oo to  a t oo to  a t oo im. a t oo p  a t
03 03 4-J
H  60 cO
2 —1
r 03
. . C •
4H •
o  to TO
Mf CO MfCi P CO CM CO rH oo o rH i—1 CO im. a t  co i—i r-— a t
p  e cO co . . . . . . . . . . . • • •
TO 2 CO O  CM cm uo a t CM a t  rH rH a t  o O  rH 00 CM to  O
<0 P- to  On 6 - UO OO Cm  < 1- at im  M- a t pM uo CO m j o  a t
h 2  p H  2  pm H 2 P H 2 P H 2 P H 2 P
cO cd .
0) 1 P CJc cd p cd • 03
< 0 o i— 1 P o £ p >
-Q
£
cd > P 2 PCO £  cd £ 4-J 03 4H P  M
CO O • • H  P  • o  • cd • 4-1 cd cd
-to r H  CJ P  • CJ 60 CJ 3-4 U 4-J P  -O Q3
Ci o  • 03 4-J (13 • O • O P  H M
p o 2 a 2  2 2  2 2 P P <  P  cd No
te
s:
 *
 :
 E
xc
lu
de
s 
Ar
me
d 
Fo
rc
es
 c
at
eg
or
y 
be
ca
us
e 
of
 s
ma
ll
 n
um
be
r 
of
 c
as
es
. 
MS
 :
 M
or
e 
re
ce
nt
 m
ig
ra
nt
s;
 
NM
S 
: 
No
n 
mi
gr
an
ts
.
T 
: 
To
ta
l;
 
M:
 M
al
es
; 
F:
 F
em
al
es
.
N 
: 
Nu
mb
er
s,
 b
as
e 
fo
r 
th
e 
pe
rc
en
ta
ge
s.
So
ur
ce
: 
Ca
lc
ul
at
ed
 f
ro
m 
10
 p
er
 c
en
t 
sa
mp
le
 o
f 
19
71
 C
en
su
s 
of
 S
ri
 L
an
ka
.
74
occupational categories there were substantial differences of occupational 
structure among migrants and non migrants, as shown in Table 5.11. The 
proportion of migrants in clerical and related workers was 7 per cent while 
the proportion of non migrants in the category was 3 per cent in all five 
urban areas. In Colombo M.C. area there was a marked difference among the 
proportion of migrants and non migrants can be seen for the category of 
clerical and related work (5 per cent difference) and service and sales 
work (9 per cent difference).
The sex specific patterns of differentials among migrants and non 
migrants in relation to occupation related the overall pattern which was 
described in the above section.
5.6.1 Occupation by Streams
As shown in Table 5.12, the occupational structure of migrants varies 
by streams. It is interesting to note that the proportion of migrants from 
outside Colombo district were higher than that of migrants from within the 
Colombo district in all occupational categories except the two categories 
of professional, technical and related categories in all five urban areas. 
This suggests that the migrants tended to come to major urban areas for 
occupations which are not likely to be available in rural and smaller urban 
areas. This is supported by the data which shows that the proportion of 
migrants from outside Colombo district (1.4 per cent in all urban areas) 
agricultural activity was lower than that of migrants from within Colombo 
district (2.5 per cent in all urban areas). However, in the occupational 
category of professional, technical and administrative work, the proportion 
of migrants from outside Colombo district was lower than that of migrants 
from Colombo district.
Further, the male migrants from within Colombo district were much 
more numerous than the migrants from outside Colombo district in the 
occupational category of professional, technical and administrative work 
while in all other occupational categories this pattern was reversed.
The occupational structure of female migrants also revealed a similar 
pattern to that of male migrants in both streams in all occupational 
categories except professional, technical and administrative work with an 
exception in the category of clerical and related work where the proportion 
of female migrants from outside Colombo district was lower than that for the
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female migrants from within Colombo district in Dehiwala-Mount Lavinia, 
Negombo and Moratuwa urban areas (see Table 5.12). However in general 
these data suggest that migrants whether male or female from outside 
Colombo district were more prone to come to major urban areas for non 
agricultural work.
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CHAPTER 6
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
6.1 Summary
The study focusses on the examination of some patterns of migration 
into five urban areas with population over 50,000 at the 1971 Census 
enumeration in the Colombo district, Sri Lanka. During the period 1946-1971 
the major urban areas in the Colombo district have shown a rapid growth of 
population probably due to in-migration to these areas from other parts of 
the Colombo district and from other districts.
Due to the limited information on migration in the 1971 Census 
statistics, the study provides only an analysis of some patterns of 
migration into these areas rather than an analysis of the determinants or 
motivational factors behind the migration. Also, due to the inadequate 
information on place of birth statistics by urban area the duration of 
residence information is used in the analysis of migration into these areas. 
Cross classification by previous residence precisely identifies the patterns 
of migration streams.
The entire study has been focussed to assess the validity of some 
hypotheses of volume and patterns of migration as applied to the Sri Lankan 
urban migration. This study has attempted to add to the knowledge of 
internal migration in developing nations by providing a detailed comparison 
of migrants to urban areas with non migrants at the place of destination.
The study has shown that certain impirical regularities of urban migration 
in developing countries are appliable to urban migration in Sri Lanka.
6.2 Discussion of the Major Findings
The study found that in an analysis of urban migration to the Colombo 
district the temporary migrants were a small proportion of the resident 
population but these people were significant for the pattern of urban 
migration. The young single educated persons tended to move into the 
urban areas due to the location of employment opportunities. Apart from 
these, a considerable proportion of persons under 14 years of age moved into 
the urban areas to attend schools and to obtain a better education. The 
reasons for movement of a non permanent nature cannot be identified due to 
the limited information in the 1971 Census. However, identification of
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socio-economic characteristics of temporary migrants gave some evidence of their 
occupational structure and labour force composition. In general the study 
found that the age-sex selectivity of temporary migrants to the city and to 
other urban areas was similar.
A considerable proportion of permanent migrants was evident in all five 
major urban areas. About 36 per cent of the total population of these five 
urban areas comprised of the migrants and most of them were found in Dehiwala- 
Mount Lavinia M.C. and Kotte U.C. areas. There is evidence that among these 
migrants a larger proportion moved to all five major urban areas except Kotte 
U.C. prior to 1966. Considering this duration of residence in this study the 
permanent migrants have been divided into two categories; the more recent 
migrants, who had moved since 1966 and the less recent migrants who had moved 
prior to 1966. For the analysis of socio-economic characteristics of migrants, 
this study emphasised the more recent migrants.
By examination of the pattern of. streams into all these urban agglom­
erations, the study found that two streams were identifiable namely, migrants 
from within Colombo district and migrants from outside Colombo district. The 
study found that there were more migrants in the first stream, thus providing 
evidence in support of the hypotheses that most people tend to move over 
shorter distances rather than over longer distances. However, when analysing 
the socio-economic variables such as education and occupation, this pattern 
was slightly varied as migrants tended to move over longer distances to 
major urban areas in order to find an occupation or improve their level of 
education. In general the study found that specific pull factors were 
operating on the migrants who had moved longer distances. There was also a 
clear-cut pattern within the two streams. Females tended to move shorter 
distances than males and a higher proportion of females moved from within 
Colombo district.
The study revealed a significant relationship between migration and 
socio-economic characteristics such as age, ethnicity, education and 
occupation. Because of the inadequate information on migration in the 1971 
Census, generalization in relation to characteristics of more recent migrants 
and differentials from non migrants were limited as the data related only 
to place of destination rather than to both place of origin and destination.
The study indicated that the highest percentage of migrants to all 
five urban areas was in the younger age group 15-29. The study suggested
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that the availability of employment and the opportunity of better education 
would be plausible reasons for migration during this life cycle pahse.
The age composition of migrants were similar in all five urban areas with 
slight differences of frequencies; migrants included a noticeable proportion 
of child migrants and older migrants. The age composition by streams showed 
that there were similar patterns in all five urban areas except Negombo urban 
area although the median age shows that migrants from within Colombo district 
were slightly older than migrants from outside. Thus age and distance have 
no clear-cut relationships within the young adult age groups. However, 
distance affected child migrants who were more likely to come from within 
Colombo district.
The sex specific patterns of migration were not uniquely determined in 
each urban area and each stream. In the peak age group 15-29 there were more 
male migrants than females in all five urban areas.
Sex variations in migration status are also significant; the sex 
ratios of the more recnet migrants were higher than for the less recent 
migrants except for the age group 60 and over.
The study found that there was a general pattern of migration by 
ethnicity in which the predominant ethnic group, Sinhalese, tended to migrate 
to all five urban areas. This was a reflection of the ethnic composition 
of the general population of Sri Lanka. Due to the availability of occupa­
tions attractive to Tamils in Colombo M.C. area a considerable proportion of 
Tamils were migrating there. However, the migration ratio by ethnic groups 
revealed the high level of mobility ethnic minority groups.
The unmarried migrants were not predominant in all the major urban 
areas except Colombo M.C. and Kotte U.C. when standardized for age. Due 
to the lack of information on marital status at the time of migration and 
at the place of origin, this study cannot conclude that unmarried persons 
migrate more than others. However, according to the information on marital 
status at the place of destination the study found that, except for Negombo 
M.C. and Moratuwa U.C. areas the proportion of unamrried male migrants was 
higher than unmarried female migrants. A greater proportion of migrants 
from within Colombo district were married compared with migrants from outside 
Colombo district, aftet standardization for age.
The study revealed that a higher level of education would lead to 
migration into these five major urban areas. However, due to the lack of 
information on educational attainment at the time of migration and at the
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place of origin it cannot be stated conclusively that migrants were more 
educated than non migrants. Also this differential cannot emerge due to 
the migrants who come in order to pursue higher education. In the census 
these migrants were enumerated as educated migrants. However, the cross 
classification of education by occupation showed a larger proportion of 
well educated migrants in professional, technical, administrative and 
related clerical occupations; therefore it can be concluded that there 
was tendency for educated people to migrate to the five major urban areas.
When standardized for age the proportion of migrants who had higher 
educational attainments from outside Colombo district was slightly higher 
than the migrants with the same educational level from within Colombo 
district. This suggests that the level of education of migrants was rather 
more important than the distance of movement. In general the male migrants 
were more educated than male non migrants and this differential was even 
greater among females.
With standardization the labour force participation rates among 
migrants were greater than among non-migrants. This differential clearly 
emerged in the age gorup 15-29 and among males. The labour force participation 
rate of migrants from outside Colombo district was higher than that of migrants 
from within, which suggests that a higher proportion of working age group 
migrants tended to move to the major urban areas for employment. However, 
the unemployment rate for migrants was substantially lower than that for 
non migrants.
It is interesting to note the high proportion of migrants of both sexes 
in professional, technical, administrative and related occupations. This 
reflects the educational level of migrants of both sexes. Among working 
migrants and working non migrants males predominated in all occupational 
categories except that the category of professional, technical and adminis­
trative employment. Also occupational structure of migrants from outside 
Colombo district suggests that these migrants tended to come to the major 
urban areas for occupations which are not likely to be available in rural 
and small urban areas. However, the male worker migrants from within Colombo 
district were more numerous than the migrants from outside Colombo district.
In summary the foregoing conclusions made it easier to recognize and 
understand some patterns of migration into major urban areas in Colombo 
district and hence to deduce some generalizations about patterns of urban 
migration in developing nations. Most findings validate the empirical
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regularities on internal and urban directed migration. Notwithstanding, 
some deviations were found from the assumed regularities which have been 
discussed in the appropriate chapters.
6.3 Some Sugggestions for Further Research and Data Collection
Studies on internal migration in Sri Lanka are very few. Also, the 
available studies were not comprehensive and they concentrated on the 
entire country. Therefore, there is a need for more comprehensive study 
of different aspects of internal migration, such as rural-urban, urban- 
rural and rural-rural with a special emphasis on the following fields:
1) - Migration patterns, determinants and consequences of rural-rural
migration in Sri Lanka.
2) Migration patterns, determinants and consequences of urban-rural 
migration in Sri Lanka with special emphasis on the motivational 
factor underlying this movement.
3) Rural-urban migration with special emphasis on temporary migrants.
4) The socio-economic variables in relation to the above aspects of 
internal migration in order to assess the empirical regularities 
and to develop a suitable model of internal migration for Sri 
Lanka.
5) Migration and urbanization.
6) Migration and rural development.
Apart from this another comprehensive study is needed on urbanward 
migration in Sri Lanka using the full information on temporary, return, 
circular, and out migrants. The present writer was handicapped by the 
inadequate census statistics for such an analysis.
All these aspects of internal migration in Sri Lanka should be 
analysed on the sample basis so as to facilitate the collection of more 
detailed information.
The further formation and improvement of the question in the census 
is also important, so that population mobility can be analysed comprehensively 
and this will also make it somewhat easier to compare census statistics with 
the results of sample surveys.
There were four questions on internal migration in the 1971 Census:- 
1) Information was collected on place of birth on a town and district 
basis but unfortunately the towns were not coded. Therefore later
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researchers face a problem regarding the determination of the 
direction of migration flows. Also, if collected in future 
information on place of birth by towns, it would enable to 
analyse life-time migration in urban areas.
2) The previous residence question also should be improved with 
correct coding for towns. If collected in future information by 
towns would enable researchers to identify the stages of migration.
3) The question of place of usual residence should be more precise 
to yield specific information on temporary migrants. At the 
enumeration those who report the place of usual residence as else­
where should give their reasons for moving to that particular 
destination. Furthermore, information on the identification of 
type of temporary movement is important particularly in collecting 
data in urban areas. For instance, some commuters come for 
production purposes, some for comsumption purposes and some for 
employment or in search of jobs. All motivations for movements 
are important in an analysis of urban migration. Therefore, the 
reasons as well as previous work status and occupation are useful 
to give a clearer understanding of temporary migrants. A time 
scale is also important because it shows whether the periodic move 
between place of residence and place of work is weekly, monthly
or seasonsl.
4) The question of duration of residence should improve adding a 
supplementary question of date of last movement for yield specific 
information on circular migrants.
While it may not be practicalbe to collect full details on temporary 
migrants because of the time and costs involved, at least if some of the 
suggested improvements to the collection of census information data can 
be implemented, future researchers will have more scope for comprehensive 
studies of internal migration in Sri Lanka.
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APPENDIX A
SEQUENCE OF MIGRATION QUESTIONS IN THE 1971 CENSUS OF SRI LANKA
TEMPORARY 
MOVERS TO 
THE TOWN.
MIGRANTSNON MIGRANTS
5-9
YEARS
1-4
YEARS
LESS 
THAN 
1 YEAR
10 YEARS 
AND 
OVER
NOT LIVING
SINCE BIRTHSINCE BIRTH
LIVING
USUAL RESIDENCE'
AT USUAL RESIDENCE
DURATION OF STAY
PREVIOUS RESIDENCE'
(Then Place of 
the District)
NOT HERE
(Name of the Place 
of Enumeration)
HERE
Source: Census Schedule 1971.
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APPENDIX B
DEFINITIONS OF TERMS REGARDING MIGRATION IN THE 1971 CENSUS SCHEDULE
Place of Birth:
The place where the respondent was born; the district of birth, 
or country of birth, if born in another country.
Usual Residence:
Usual residence is the geographic location i.e., town or village and 
district, in which the person usually resides and from where he goes 
to work, school etc.
If a person’s usual residence i.e., the town or village in which he 
usually resides is different from the one in which he is now being 
enumerated, then enter the name of that town or village and the 
district in which it is situated. In the case of persons who may 
have more than one place of residence, i.e., children at boarding 
school, persons who because of business or other reasons live part 
of the week/month in one area and return to their homes for the rest 
of the week/month, enter usual residence as the place in which the 
major part of their time has been spent.
Duration of Stay at Usual Residence:
If the person was born in the town or village in which he usually 
resided and had been living there since birth, this was to be 
indicated. Otherwise the duration of residence was to be indicated 
at less than 1 year, 1-4 years, 5-9 years or 10 years and over.
Previous Residence:
For persons not born in the town or village or residence, the town or 
village and the district where the person resided prior to the present 
place of residence were to be obtained.
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APPENDIX E
AGE-SEX COMPOSITION OF MIGRANTS BY DURATION OF RESIDENCE* , 1971
tt , A Age GroupsUrban Area --------------------------------------------------------------
0-14 15-29 30-44 45-59 60+ Total(N)
MRM LRM MRM LRM MRM LRM MRM LRM MRM LRM MRM LRM
Colombo T 23.7 9.0 44.7 28.1 20.3 29.7 7.6 21.7 3.7 11.5 7826 11505M20.7 8.0 48.4 29.3 20.6 30.1 7.6 21.7 2.7 10.9 4695 6425M . C . F 28.3 10.2 39.0 26.7 19.8 29.2 7.7 21.6 5.2 12.3 3131 5080
Dehiwala-Mt. 
Lavinia M.C.
T 25.4 11.8 40.8 28.8 21.4 26.7 8.4 21.7 4.0 11.0 3513 3760
M 24.8 12.5 41.8 30.1 21.8 25.4 8.5 21.5 3.1 10.5 1900 1846
F 26.2 11.1 39.6 27.5 20.8 28.1 8.2 21.9 5.2 11.4 1613 1914
Negombo T 27.6 20.6 38.9 37.0 19.3 25.6 7.0 8.5 7.2 8.3 684 505M26.6 19.8 37.3 32.1 20.6 28.6 10.2 13.5 5.3 6.0 354 252M.C. F 28.8 21. 3 40.6 41.9 17.9 28.5 3.6 3.6 9.1 10.7 330 253
Moratuwa T 30. 3 12.4 38.2 24.4 17.8 28.1 8.5 22.2 5.2 12.9 1503 1478M32.1 12.6 36.3 25.4 18.5 27.5 8.8 21.9 4.3 12.6 763 666u . c . F 28.5 12.3 40.2 23.5 17.2 28.7 8.2 22.4 5.9 13.1 740 812
T 25.9 12.1 41.2 27.6 19.8 28.1 8.6 21.3 4.5 10.9 2734 2348
Rotte U.C. M24.9 10.6 42.1 30.1 19.8 26.1 9.2 22.7 4.0 10.5 1473 1191
F 27.0 13.5 40.2 25.0 19.8 30.2 7.9 19.9 5.1 11.4 1261 1157
All Five T 25.2 10.4 42.4 28.1 20. 2 28.7 8.0 21.4 4.2 11.4 16260 19596M 23.4 8. 7 44.6 26.4 20.6 25.7 8.2 19.5 3.2 9.7 9185 10380urban areas F 27.6 11.3 39.5 26.8 19.7 28.9 7.8 21.0 5.4 12.0 7075 9216
Note: MRM
LRM
More Recent Migrants. 
Less Recent Migrants.
* : Excludes the population who reported duration as ’unknown*.
T : Total; M: Males; F: Females.
N : Numbers, base for the percentages.
Source: Calculated from 10 per cent of 1971 Census of Sri Lanka.
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APPENDIX F
AGE-SEX COMPOSITION OF MIGRANTS BY STREAMS*
Urban Area --------------------------Age Gr0up-?--------------------------
0-14 15-29 30-44 45-59 60+ Total(N)
MWC MOC MWC MOC MWC MOC MWC MOC MWC MOC MWC MOC
Colombo T 18.5 10.7 30.6 39.6 25.8 26.1 16.4 16.2 8.7 7.4 9027 8054M17.8 8.6 30.9 43.3 26.3 26.0 17.2 15.4 7.8 6.7 4712 5172M . C . F 19.2 14.5 30.2 33.0 25.2 26.2 15.6 17.3 9.8 9.0 4315 2882
Dehiwala T 19.9 13.4 31.7 39.5 22.9 26.1 17.4 13.2 8.1 7.8 3475 2128
Mount La- M21.2 11.9 32.1 42.0 22.1 26.5 17.5 12.6 7.1 7.0 1708 1185
vinia M.C. F 18.8 15.3 31.2 36.4 23.7 25.6 17.3 14.0 9.0 8.7 1767 943
Negombo T 18.9 12.7 23.9 34.4 25.4 29.0 18.0 13.3 13.8 10.6 761 520M 20.8 11.9 21.4 33.2 23.2 28.7 21.1 14.6 13.5 11.6 341 268M . L. F 17.4 13.5 26.0 35.7 27.1 29.4 15.5 11.9 14.0 9.5 420 252
Moratuwa T 23.9 17.6 27.1 35.6 24.3 22.6 15.7 15.5 9.0 8.7 1210 930M 26.3 19.4 27.4 36.6 22.3 21.1 16.5 14.5 7.6 8.4 552 475U. C. F 21.9 15.8 26.9 34.5 26.0 24.2 15.0 16.5 10.2 9.0 656 455
T 19.5 18.1 31. 3 41.3 24.9 22.6 16.1 11.8 8.2 6.2 2768 1860
Rotte U.C. M18.9 16.8 31.4 44.4 23.9 21.6 17.5 12.4 8.3 4.8 1396 1058
F 20.1 19.8 31.1 37.0 25.8 23.8 14.9 11.1 8.1 8.2 1372 802
All Five T 19.3 12.7 30.4 39.3 24.9 25.5 16.6 14.9 8.8 7.6 17241 13492M19.3 10.9 30.6 42.5 24.7 25.4 17.4 14.5 8.0 6.7 8709 8158urban areas F 19.4 15.6 30.1 34.5 25.2 25.7 15.7 15.4 9.6 8.8 8532 5334
Note: MWC : More recent migrants from within Colombo district.
MOC : More recent migrants from outside Colombo district
* : Excludes the previous residence ’unknown’ category
T : Total; M: Males; F: Females.
N : Numbers, base for the percentages.
Source: Calculated from 10 per cent sample of 1971 Census of Sri Lanka.
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APPENDIX H
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF MARITAL STATUS OF MORE RECENT MIGRANTS 
15 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER BY SEX, 1971
Urban Area Marital Status by StreamSingle Married Others* Total (N)
(unmarried)
MWC MOC MWC MOC MWC MOC MWC MOC
T 40.6 64.2 55.5 33.6 3.9 2.2 2591 2774
Colombo M.C. M 48.2 71.6 50.4 27.8 1.4 .6 1403 1942
F 31.7 47.1 61.4 47.1 6.9 5.8 1188 832
Dehiwala-Mt. T 38.8 56.7 57.1 40.1 4.1 3.2 1233 828M 44.8 67.3 53.8 32.3 1.4 .4 632 498Lavinia M.C. F 32.6 40.6 60.4 51.8 7.0 7.6 601 330
T 30.4 52.6 67.2 40.6 2.4 6.8 247 192
Negombo M.C. M 30.2 55.9 66.2 37.8 3.6 6.3 109 111
F 30.4 48.1 68.1 44.4 1.5 7.4 138 81
T 29.0 51.2 63.6 44.9 7.4 3.9 442 305
Moratuwa U.C. M 33.2 58.8 64.4 38.8 2.4 2.4 208 170
F 25.2 41.5 62.8 52.6 12.0 5.9 234 135
T 41.1 61.8 55.2 36.5 3.7 1.7 1107 757
Ko 11 e U.C. M 46.4 72.3 52.4 26.8 1.2 .9 586 444
F 35.1 47.0 58.3 50.1 6.6 2.9 521 313
All five urban T 39.0 61.3 56.9 36.1 4.1 2.6 5620 4856
areas M 45.4 69.8 53.1 29.3 1.5 .9 2938 3165
F 32.0 45.4 61.0 48.9 7.0 5.7 2682 1691
Note: MWC: More recent migrants from within Colombo district.
MOC: More recent migrants from outside Colombo district.
T: Total; M: Males; F: Females.
N: Numbers, base for the percentages.
* : Includes widowed, divorced and separated.
Source: Obtained from 10 per cent sample of 1971 Census of Sri Lanka.
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APPENDIX I
AGE-SEX SPECIFIC LABOUR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATES FOR MORE RECENT 
MIGRANTS AND NON-MIGRANTS (15-59 YEARS)
Urban Area Labour Force Participation Rates by Age15-
MS
29
NMS
30-
MS
44
NMS
45-
MS
59
NMS
Total
MS
(15-59)
NMS
T 61.2 49.4 73.8 62.9 51.2 48.6 66.4 54.5
Colombo M.C. M 76.2 66.5 92.3 89.6 88.3 71.5 87.2 82.3
F 39.3 31.4 37.2 35.3 23.4 20.1 32.4 26.7
Dehiwala-Mt. T 58.3 46.3 67.9 51.6 40.4 38.6 59.9 50.1M 82.1 71.5 91.4 89.2 84.4 60.3 86.7 79.6
F 39.6 36.4 38.2 31.4 28.2 23.2 34.2 30.1
T 56.4 47.3 59.3 52.3 45.3 40.3 55.2 49.3
Negombo M.C. M 64.5 59.2 71.2 64.8 61.3 51.4 70.3 60.4
F 28.4 22.6 21.4 18.4 20.2 17.3 27.4 18.6
T 60.8 49.3 68.9 52.4 51.0 47.6 58.3 49.4
Moratuwa U.C. M 68.4 65.2 72.4 69.8 68.6 58.2 70.3 61.4
F 30.6 26.4 28.3 24.3 19.3 17.4 29.2 19.6
T 65.6 56.7 71.3 64.5 51.1 42.8 64.8 59.8
Kotte U.C. M 82.4 78.1 89.3 83.2 70.1 64.3 86.1 76.2
F 37.4 34.4 32.0 30.1 25.6 19.4 33.4 28.2
All five urban T 58.9 39.2 70.1 52.6 49.3 39.6 63.4 49.4
areas M 78.3 64.5 84.6 81.3 72.4 67.3 76.5 73.6
F 36.2 29.5 30.4 26.6 19.8 16.2 32.8 25.4
Note: MS: More recent migrants.
NMS: Non-migrants.
T: Total; M: Males; F: Females.
Source: Calculated from 10 per cent sample of 1971 Census of Sri Lanka.
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APPENDIX J
AGE-SEX SPECIFIC LABOUR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATES BY STREAMS, 1971
Urban Area Age Specific Labour Force Participation Rates by Streams15-29 30'-44 45-•59 Total (15-59)
MWC MOC MWC MOC MWC MOC MWC MOC
T 60.3 63.4 72.8 88.4 54.6 58.8 65.6 69.3
Colombo M.C. M 74.2 78.3 90.1 94.2 84.5 88.4 89.1 90.1
F 37.3 38.2 32.4 36.4 38.9 31.2 30.3 31.6
Dehiwala-Mt. T 55.3 58.4 66.3 68.2 43.4 50.2 50.6 57.9
Lavinia M.C. M 81.2 85. 6 88.9 89.3 78.2 83.4 80.6 83.2F 38.4 39.3 32.4 36.8 30.1 31.1 30.4 31.6
T 54.3 58.9 64.8 66.5 45.1 46.5 53.1 58.1
Negombo M.C. M 64.2 68.3 72.5 73.4 51.3 53.4 70.2 74.3
F 28.3 29.5 21.6 23.4 18.4 19.4 18.3 21.6
T 46.4 50.4 59.4 63.4 40.2 41.3 51.3 56.5
Moratuwa U.C . M 70.8 72.4 83.7 89.6 61.4 65.3 81.6 88.9
F 31.3 32.6 28.3 30.4 19.9 22.4 29.9 31.9
T 45.2 53.1 64.3 68.6 41.4 49.8 59.5 67.7
Kotte U.C. M 56.7 67.8 89.1 89.3 51.6 61.3 88.0 86.2
F 34.3 37.8 30.2 32.1 27.3 28.1 33.8 37.4
All five urban T 57.6 59.4 69.3 73.2 47.3 50.1 51.3 64. 6
areas M 71.3 74.8 86.9 88.4 64.2 65.3 82.3 89.3
F 32.4 35.3 31.4 32.4 24.3 28.1 30.2 31.4
Note: MWC: More recent migrants from within Colombo district.
MOC: More recent migrants from outside Colombo district.
T: Total; M: Males; F: Females.
Source: Calculated from the 10 per cent sample of 1971 Census of Sri Lanka.
